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Chriſtian Reader, 
1 thought geod to publiſh at this time, 
ay Anſwer of Mr. Dury's 10 Mr. Salt⸗ 
marſh, though written ſome years ago, Vit. in 
the'gear 1646. becauſe it may be now happily 
arore-feaſoneble, then when be ſinſt did Penne it. 
I was rot pubblifſoct then, becauſe. \ſome other 
Anfavers were then put forth, which did ſean ts 
give ſatisfaction to the multitude, though they 
ire rot written. ſo Tnpartially, ont with that 
aher ration, Spirit : But ſeeing the thug (ten 
to he now -nipened. for ſave. hind of. Settlement, 
and the mconveniencviedf the Delay, which Mr. 
Saltmarſh did then plead far, is wore fu * 
\coxreredthin'\way tler hence nt 
it at fal leut; tha bib] /) of — 
— a oy lla forth,” ey be 
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wer to ip the ſame W505 a otE to 
make uſe amon oft themſeſyes of Goſpell-Ordi- 
nances for — ation. Mr. Saltmarſh 
did then-flumt le at the g eteger of Power to ſei- 
tle the Churches of the Presbyterian Way, with 
Amtbority over others which perhaps might be in 
the thoughts of ſome Mini fters;but I ſuppoſe it is 
now evident that none clo any more affe# any ſuch 
Peminion over their Neighbours as be appre- 
bended ; yet that there ought to be ſome Orderly 
Way of Goverwment in the Societies of Saints, 
which are the Houſe of God, I ſuppoſe will be 
without all diſpute ; and how far that may be ſet- 
tled among ft the Saints,and approved b a State, 
2 this Treatiſe will in ſome meaſure I hope mani- 
; eſt. And that Mr. Duryes meaning may not be 
miſtaken, 44 if be would have the Magiſtrate to 
impoſe by Humane Authority, the Ordinances of 
ch which he counts ſuch, and ſi _ 
bade liberty but ſuch as pradliſe the 
he epproves ; I — added uno this = "a 


D Yeonrſe whigh the Author ſent uno me upon 2 | 
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othe Reade 
nother occafion to be C I tas 
Coy ſhof /orthy Memory, ales opens 2 
| fa, concerning the Magiſtrates Duty as 4 Chri- 
ſtian in advancing Church-Government as it is 
Nationall, which perhaps may at this time alſo be 
more ſeaſ, onable then formerly it could have been, 
to worke Peace and Unity among ft the Profeſſors 
of the Truth: and that it may worke ſomewhat to- 
wards this e Tec, I offer it unto Thee, aud beſeech 


the Lord 10 bleſſe it, in wham I reſt ever, 


Thy ſaithfull Friend and 
Servant, 


| Samuel Hartlib. 
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PORE eee 
Mr. Samuel Hartlib. 
Sbewing the End of Mr. Saltmarſh hit Que» 
ria end rho Heads of the. Anſwer to be given rat. 


' Lovmg Friend, | f 
Ou know bu can command the diſcovery of m judge- 
ment in all things, which have any reference to the advance- 
ment of Fruth, and che Gounſels of Peace. Therefore althaugh 
Mr. Sallmarſu his Pamphlet is ſcarte worth the Anſwer, yet I 
ſhall not leave your deſire unanſwered, ſo faras my poor Talent 
can be uſeful in this kind, and dime wiil permit. Some ſcrupu- 
lous Conſciences ( as thele times are) may be ſtaggered with his 
Suggeſtics : and thete is à Method of Error in that way of 
ſtarting matters which he has fallowed, fit to feduce anden- 
tangle the ignorant, and ſuch as are partially prepoſſeſſed a- 
gainſttheir Brethren ; and yet he perhaps himſel fe wichout any 
ſet purpoſe may be una wares led into ic; for a deceived heart 
doth turn men aſide, that they cannot deliver their own fouls. 
Sure lam he is full of prejudicate thoughts, and by reaſqn of the 
ſame hathloſthis'true Aime,and the way of Reſolving his own 
Querie. For he that makes a Querie, ſhould at leaſt ſeem to 
wake a doubt thereof, and then endeavour either to ſhew, or to 
ſeek the way how to reſolve it without partiality. But Mr.Salt- 
marſh ſeems not to intend any ſuch thingʒ : becauſe his whole 
Diſcourſe is framed onely co raiſe doubts ia the. weaker, apd 
notto'crave'the opinion cf an, or to receive the reſolution of 
his Querie fi om the Wiſer. Perhaps ſcane good opinion of his 
own Sufficiency, ( ſure is was no fear of inſufficiency ) to de- 
termine ſo weighty a matter, hath made him thus forward to 
perſwade the contiuuance of our Unſettlement in Government. 
t l. ſuppoſe his ingenuicy may be ſuch, that although he made 
ve firſt no doubt of determining his Querie ; yet his Determi- 
nation thereof may be made upon after thoughts doubt full to 
himſelf. Ther efore I ſhall endeavour as briefly as may be, to let 

you {ce how a Doubt of this nature (kculd be reſolved. 
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But before I enter upon this Taske, I would defire him ( if 
I wereacquainted with him) to Anſwer a Queſtion, whereby | 
he would perhaps clear a doubt of mine, touching his Inge, 
. nuicy lu handling thjs Qnerie; which when Ihave done, 1 
ſhall tell you how I 3 to proceed in Anſwering it. 
My Queſtion ie, Wherefore in the place of the Scripture, 
2 Cor. 10. 8. ( quoted in his Title Page) he hath changed the 
words of the Text, putting in ſtead of Edification, the word 
Inſtruſtion? There is no likelthogd that this. is a: fault. of the 
printer; or if ir had been his fault, that it would have been 
left uncorrected, the words being ſo much different. But every 
one that readeth Mr: Saltmarſh his Diſcourſe, and taketh no- 
tice of his Aime, will eaſily find that the one word is purpoſ- 
ly put for the other, to foreſtall the mind uf the ynyarie, and 
{ple Reader, by whom Quotations are not.examired, with 
a Notionas from the Word of God, which» may prepare him 
to receive without ſcruple that which he intends afterward to 
inſinuate and deliver. Namely that it is fit the Miniſteriall 
Charge ſhould be reſtrained by the Civill power onely to 
Teaching, If this be not his aime, I would pray him to let me 
know ingenuouſl how the alteration doth come? But if he 
had this ſubtilty in his Aime, as a man may ſuſpect he hid; 
then I muſt teli himingenuouſly, that | wonder he durſt do fo, 
not onely in a matter of ſuch conſequences but chiefly-in re- 
ſpe of the Word of God: I fay again, I wounder he ſhould 
ane todo ſo in reſpect of the Charge which the Apoſtle gi- 
yeth him, To hold faſt the form of ſound words delivered unto him, 
2 Tim: 1. 13. For if this be his practiſe to alter the ſound 
words of the Spirit, ] would tell him that in ſo doing. he doth 
make his firſt words of his Title Page to be found fall; x here- 
in he doth pretend the advancement of Truth and Peace. For 
ifhe dare preſume to corrupt the Word of God, for the eaſier 
Introduction of ſome opinion of his own; what Truth can 
we find to be in him? or what Peace can he expect from any 
that perceiveth this deceitfull dealing, and how will he an- 
{wer it to God, that ſaith, Add thou not ro his Word; leſt be 
- reprove thee, and thow be found a lyar, Prov. 30. 6. He that doth 
alledge the Word falſely, will have no great care to _ ic 
right- - 


righely eaten eee by fo 
or 


Word of the Text comes to be Changed, 0 of 
iniquirys"but in the Tiych as Charity döch companid ins to! 
do, 1 Cor. 13. 6. | | | 


Now I will tell you how I purpoſe to proeeed in Anſwer 

*Firſt,1 will reflect upon the Queſtion in it ſelf, as a matter 
of ſerious Deliberatipn, which may be conſidered for the ad- 
vancement of Truth and Peace. 

Secondly, I intend to N the Queſtion, as he doth 
handle it, to obſerve what Truth is in his Deciſion, and how 
farre the Way which he doth ſuggeſt, is like to produce Peace. 

Thirdly, Iwill endeavour by Godt Aſſiſtance, to ſugheii a 
Word of Advice upon the whole Matter, which may be uſe- 
fall to prevent the increaſe of Error and ftrife, | 
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The firſt Part. 


N The Querie is, 


Ir hether it be fit yea or no, a«cording to the Principles of 
true Religion and State ; to ſettle any Church-Govern- 
ment over a Kingdome haſtily or not : and with the po- 
wer commonly deſired in the hands of the Miniiters ? a 


Et us look deliberately upon this Querie, and 
to that effect let us take it into peeces. The parts 
thereof are three. 

S Firft, The thing whereof the Queſtion is made. 

S[IT-> Secondly. The Queſtion which is made ot that 

thing. 

Thirdly, Thelimirations of the Thing and Queſtion- 

The thing whereof the Queſtion is made, is, of Church- 
Government over the Kingdome. 

The Queſtion made hereof, or the thing ſought after, is to 
know ; Whether yea or no it be fit, that any ſuchthing ſhould be 
haſtuly ſettled? ; 

Ihe limitation of the thing whereof the Queſtion is made; 
is, Whether the Government ſhould be, with the Power commonly 
deſired in the hands of the Miniſters ? | 

The limitation of the Queſtion is 3 Whether that Settle- 
ment can be, according to the Principles of true Religion and 
State ? 

B If 
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If now any will enter into a ſerious deliberationupon th e 
Matter, to retolve himſelf without partiality in this Queſti- 
on; he muſt go orderly to work by a Rule, and not let his 
mind rove at random, to ſnatch at incident thoughts: There- 
fore in the firſt place he muſt needs tinderſtand, what is meant 
by all the words of the Querie : for without this foundation. 
all will be in vain, becauſe the matter not being known which 
is to be ſpoken unto, nothing can be ſaid of it to any pur- 
oſe. 

And in the ſecond place, he muſt be able to compare the 
particulars underſtood orderly, one with another it need be, 
but chiefly with the intent of the Queſtion, to find out by the 
reſult of the compariſon, what is to be anſwered upon the 
whole Matter. , 

Let us then endeavour to follow theſe waies. 

Firſt, I conceive that by the word Church, is meant a certain 
number of Souls called out of the world to be Saints; and 
joyned together in the true profeſſion of Chriſtianity. Or 
thus: The Church is the Company of Souls, as they a re 
Chriſts ſubjects in the world. | 

reflect here upon Men as ſouls, not excluding their bodies; 
becauſe the ſoul is the immediate ſubject upon which Chrift 
doth work; and becauſe men as they are bodies and have out- 
ward eſtates, are properly the immediate ſubjects upon which 
worldly Kingdoms work, Vet 1 do not deny but ſouls are al- 
ſo in ſome kind ſubjected to Superior Powers, Ram. 13. 1. but 
that is onely in relation to the bodily life which they have: 
and fo are Bodies in like manner ſubjects unto Chriſt;namely 
in reſpect of that ſpiritual life whereby they are acted through 
their ſouls. So we ſee that one and the ſame perſon is two 
wayes in ſubjection : one way to Chriſt, another way tothe 
Civill Magiſtrate; and if the diſtinct ion of this two-fold 
ſubjection be rightly underſtood,” and the true foundation 
thereof cleared, many doubts otherwiſe inſoluble will eaſily 
be decided concerning the limits and joynt conſiſtence of the 
Civil & Eccleſiaſtical Powers, For as the Soul de th relate the 
Body in ſpirituall matters, ſo doth Chriſts power in the 
Church relate to the ſub/efts of a State: and as the Body doth 
relate to the Soul in qutward matters, ſo doth the Civill Po- 
wer 


3) 
wer relate to the Church of Chriſt, that is to Men as they are 
his ſubje&s. The properties of theſe relations will determine 
the Spheres of theſe Powers, according to the extent ofthe 
influence of their vertue each upon other; and according to 
the TAE of their {ends unto the happineſſe unto the 
Whole, 

Secondly, I conceive by that which is called Government 
in Genera], that is meant the right ordering and guiding of 
Subjects in the courſe of their life towards the proper end 
thereof ; and conſequently by Church-Government ia parti- 
cular, I muſt conceive the right ordering and guiding ot mens 
ſouls by Chriſts power in the courſe of their ſpirituall life, 
tending to ſettle them in a perpetuall communion of happi- 
neſſe with God the Father and Himſelf. 

Thirdly, By the Kingdome I underftand the ſociety of Eng- 
liſh men, as they are united in their outward lite under the 
Government and Laws which are ſettled for their Peace and 
Safety therein. 

Now when the Queſtion is of a Charch-Government over 
this Kingdome ; the meaning is of a Government that ſhould 
be (eteled in and throughout the Kingdome, namely in all the 
Churches thereof; and not over and above the Authority and 
Power of the Kingdome. For as the Soul is not properly over 
the Body, but in it, and this not under the Soul, but united to 
it, and both are in the ſame perſon: ſo we may conceiveof 
the Church and Kingdome; that as the Kingdome is a world- 
ly Society, the Church is not over it, nor it under the Church, 
but both are united together in one Chriſtian State; as the 
life of the ſoul by the Spirit; and of the Body by the out ward 
ſenſes, are in one and the ſame Man. Thus then the words are 
to be underſtood in reſpect of the matter of the Queſtion ; in 
reſpett of the Scope or Thing queſtioned, we mutt alſo un- 
derſtand what is is meant by aSerr/ement,and by a haſty ſettle- 
ment, and by that which is called fitneſs, 

I conceive that by a Settlement is meant here, an Authori- 
tative Determination ofall things belonging to the Govern- 
ment of Souls, as they are to be practiſed throughout the 
Churches of this Kingdowe: fo that in cafe of diſobedience, 
ſuch as arerefraftory againſt that determination, and di- 

. B 2 ſturbe 
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ſturbe the publique Peace hy Nt decly walking, ſhall be ly- 
able to ſutter what the Power of the State (hall. inflict upon 
chem. 5 

By che haſtineſſe of this Settlement, I conceive is meant, 
nut any rath or unadviſed ſpeed; but the ſuddenneſſe of that 
determination without further delayes, proceeding from 
debatements and — concerning the ſame. 

And by the fit neſſe of ſuch a Settlement, | ſuppoſe is meant 
the conveniency, and uſefulneſſe of the thing, for the pub- 
lique good both of Church and State, and the privats bene- 
nt of ſouls therein. 8 

As for the limitations added to theſe parts of the Querie, I 
wiſh they had been more plainly ſet down, for I doubt of his. 
meaning therein; but that You and He may not doubt of 
Mine, I will declare it; that it I take not His aright, He may 
(it he think good )re&ike my miſtak2. 

I conceive then by that which he doth call, Power commonly 
de ſfred in the hands of the Miniſters; th. the doth mean the way 
of Judicature in Church-Matters, as the Afſe.nbly hath de- 
ſired it to be ſettled in this Kingdome ; of which that he may 
have a right Character (for I doubt he is miſtaken, and not 
rightly informed of the way.) I will tell you briefly, that it 
is a Power of Order and Diſcipline in the Houſe of God; 
that this Power is not in the Perſons, and hands of the Mini- 
ſlers alone; but in the Office of the Elderſhip, wherein the 
Miniſter is the leader of the reſt : that this Elderſhip is made 
up of Men, gifted, and freely choſen to and for the Congre- 
gation by the Brethren, and appointed with the Miniſttr over 
all mattersof Church-concernment. That their Offiee and 
the Power belonging to it, is not otherwiſe deſired in com- 
mon, then as the word of God doth warrant ic to be practiſed, 

and tie example of the beſt Retormed Churches hath ſhew- 
ed it to be practicable. 

By all which you ſee that I muſt underſtand his Querie, as 
concerning the matter thereof thus. Namely that the thing 
whereof he doth ſpeak, is concerning the ordering and di- 
reAing of ſpiritual matters belonging to the ſouls of men, 
which by Chriſts power over his ſubjefts, is to be executed in 
the Offce of the Elderſhip, according to the . to 
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bring the Congregation of Saihts to à perpetuall communi- 
on with God, which is cheir happineſſe. 

Ot this thing he doth make a doubt; Whether ĩt be fit ſpee- 
dily to ſettle it in this Kingdome or no? But the doubt is 
not abſolutely of the thing in it (elt ; (for who will call that 
in queſtion :?) but of the fitneſſe in reſpect of the limitation 
annexed, which is to be determined according to the Princi- 
ples of true Religion and State. | 

It had been worth his labour to have made a deſcription 
of thoſe Principles, that we ſhould not miſtake him in the 
main matter whereby he would have us to regulate our 
thoughts in the deciſion of the doubt: for except He and 
underſtand one another inthe ſame Principles of Religion 
and State, we (hall never be able to ſquare out the conclukon 
of fit neſſe or unfitneſſe after the ſame proportion: for if he 
mealure not his cloth by the ſame ell which Ihavez or I by 
that which he hath, He and I ſhall never agree in the length 
and bredth thereof. Il then tell you my thoughts, which 
if he reject not, we may come to agree in. 

By Religion, I underſtand a tie whereby the Conſcience is 
bound to ſubjett the ſoul to God in his true worſhip. 

This tie of Conſcience is made up of a Three- fold Coard, 
which cannot be broken or untwiſted without the overthrow 
of the ſubſtance of Religion. 

The firſt is the Doctrine of Truth; by this the Underſtan- 
ding is bound to know God, and believe him. 

The ſecond is the practiſe of Godlineſſe; by this the Will 
and Affectic ns are bound to love God, and yeeld themſehe, to 
him in obedience. 

The third is the Confe ffion and Profeſſion of both the for- 
mer before Men. By this the whole Man in his bodily ſer- 
vice is made a living and acceptable ſacrifice unto God, 
Rom. 12.1. 

Thetwo firſt Coards are twiſted together in one by the A- 
poſtle, when he ſtylerh his Apoſtteſhip a ſervice of God, accor- 
ding to the Faith of his Elect, and the acknowledging of the Trath 
after Godlineſſe, Lit. 1. 1. Where we may obſerve how thele _. 
things lie together. 1. The Apoſtle is Gods ſervant for his 
Elects ſake; namely to bring them by che Preaching of the. 
Go+- 
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Cofpell, to the obedience of Faith, as he expreſſe ih it, Rom, 1. 
F. & 16,26. 2ly. His preach'ng{doth this by the, propoſall of 
the Ju which, i after Godlineſle ; and his Truth when ic 
is acknowledged, begetteth Faith. 3ly. Obſerve the cennexi- 
on of this acknowledgement with Godlineſſe, to be this; that 
it is not onely inſeparable from it, but that the Truth beget- 
ting Faith, is meaſured by Godlineſſe, and commenſurable 
to ĩt · So that as nothing is to be counted Godlineſſe, which 
doth not proceed from the acknowledgement of Gods Truth; 
{o nothing is to be counted a Truth begetting Faith, without 
the practiſe of Godlineſſe. But when Gods Spirit doth twiſt 
both theſe together upon the conſcience of the Elect, then 
the obedience of Faith is begotten in them, which is the pro- 
per name of our Chriſtian Religion, as it is inwardly before 
God in the heart: whereunto it the outward proteilion or 
confeſſion of the mouth before Men, be joyned, which is the 
third Coard of this tie; then Religion is fully compleated in 
the whole man. And this third Coard is joyned by the Apo- 
ſe unto the two former, as a means no leſſe neceſſary to ſal- 
vation then they. This you have, Nom. 10. 9, 10, 11. where 
ſpeaking of the ſu ame and ſubſtance of our Chriſtian Relig'- 
on ʒhe ſaith thus. If thou confeſs with thy month the Lord Jeſus,and 
ſpalr believe in thine heart that God hath raiſed him from the dead, 
thou (ha't be ſaved : for with the heart manbelieveth unto righ- 
teonſneſſe ; and wich the mouth confeſſion is .nade unto ſalvation : 
for the Seripture ſaith, whoſoever believeth on him ſhall not be a- 
ſhamed. | 
He (hall not be aſhamed in two reſpects: Firſt in reſpect of 
the event and effect of his Faith, that without fail ſalvation 
romiſed (hall follow _ it, and he ſhall not be fruſtrate of 
is expectation. Secondly, In reſpect of the duty by which 
his Faith is to be operative towards ſalvation, namely b con- 
feſſing the truth of his Faith and Obedience: for if he doth de- 
ny this Truth wherein Chriſt doth reveal himſelf unto him, 
and be aſhamed of Chriſt ; then Chriſt will deny him before 
his Father, and be aſhamed of him alſo, Mar. 8 38. Lak, g. 
26, Mat, 10. 33. 
Theſe three things then make up the Truth of Religion 
and except all three be taken nega, the tie of ſubjection 
unts God is not compleat, Thus 
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Thus I have told you as brietly as I could, what I mean by 
true Religion ; now we come to the Notion of Principles. 

By the Principles of Religion and State, I ſuppoſe he doth 
mean the fundamentall Maximes, Poſitions, and Rules of 
Doctrine and Practiſe, upon which Chriſtianitie is grounded; 
and whereupon the peace and proſperity of the Common- 
Wealth is ſettled. 

Now what theſe Principles are, by which the whole point 
of doubt is to be determined, he ſaies nothing expreſly to any 
purpoſe, but onely ĩuſinuates the matter ſu piciouſly ; and as 
it ſeems to me for little inſtruſtion or edification. 

I muſt then let you know, that the Principles of Chriſtiani- 
ty muſt needs be Three-fold, according to the three tyes of 
Conſcience hereafter mentioned; namely Principles of Truth 
in Doctrine: Principles of Practiſe in Godlineſſe; and laſt- 
ly, Principles of our publique Pro feſſion of both theſe. 

The Principles that are ſundamentall in Doctrine, are all 
ſuch Truths and Poſitions which bear 4 Character of Neceſ- 
ſity, or are ſpecially recommended to our Faith, as matters of 
great importance; as that of 1 Tim. 3. 16. Without controver = 
fre great is the myſterie of Godlineſſe : God was manifeſted m the 
fleſh, inſtified in the Sprrit &c. And that of 2 Tim. 2.8. Remem- 
ber that Jeſs Chriſt of the ſeedof David, was raiſed from the 
dead according to my Goſpell, and ſuch like, which may have a 
two-fold Character of Fundamentality, either by ſome ex- 

eſſe words declaring their abſolute neceſſity ; as when Chriſt 
faith, Joh. 3. 5. Verih, verily, except a man be bornof water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the K ingdome of Gad; or by the 
importance of the matter in it ſelf; though without any in- 
timation thereof in the expreſſion; as when it is ſaid, The juſt 


(hall live by Faith, it might be interred from the innate proper- Rom c.174 


tie of juſtice, and of lite depending upon Faith; that Faith is 
abſolucely neceſſary for ſalvation, although the Apoſt'e elſe- 


where had not ſaid, without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Heb. 11.5. 


Theſe Characters of ſundamentall Truths, I thus briefly 
hint at onely ; to ſhew what muſt diſtinguiſh a Principle from 
another Truth, in caſe we ſhould have need to judge of (ome 
Poſitions : Whether they be Fundamental or not; and ic is 
good to walk by known Rules, for otherwiſe we walk not in 
the light, And 


1 

Ar as in matters Dectrinall, ſo in matters of PraQtiſe 
th ercare fundamentall Duties, ack as is that of Luk, 13. 2, 
x ert yerepeit, ye ſhall all peri h: and that of Heb. 12. 14. 
Fellow peace with all wen and holineſs, without which no man hall 
{:ethe Lord; and from that which the Apoſtle faith, 1 Tim. 

5. concerning Charity, Thar it is the end of the Commande- 
went might eaſily be concluded ; that Charity is a fundamen- 
tau Duty, although he had not ſaid «llewhere, If have rot 
C rarity, | am nothing, 1 Cor. 13-2 

And as in the inward Truth of Faich and Godlineſſe; ſo in 
the out ward Profetſion, thęre are 8 Rules to walk 
by, which in this caſe I ſuppoſe will be mo.t conudęrable: 
be *cauſe think that in matters of Faith and praktile, ſo farre 
as theſe relate to the New Creature in the inward frame oft the 
mind towards God, there will be no cauſe of diſpu e amongſt 
us. But inſthe outward Confellion, Profefiion and exerciſe of 
Religions Ducke, asthey are to be upheld by way of Govern- 
ment for Gods glory amongſt men; I ſuppoie the chiet doubt- 
of this Queſtion duth tie. 

Therefore to reſolve the ſame, the Principles of this kind 
are more diſtnctly to be thought upon: and to this efject, I 
conceive that the outward Profeſſion of Religion is the Pub- 
lique Witneſs-bearing and openingof our (elves, to mani- 
felt che Truth of out Faith and Obedience due to God to- 
wards Men; which can be done onely two waycs, by Word 
and Deed, | 

We bear witnelsto the Truth by word of mouth two waiĩes: 
Firſt, when we worſhip God publiquely, calling upon his 
name in Chriſt the Lord, Fhil. 2. 11. and giving praiie unto 
him through Chriſt, Rom. 15. 9, 10. Heb. 13. 15. and when 
we joyn with thoſe that call upon him out of a pure heart in 
the profeſſion of his truth, and ſay Amen to that which is pro- 
telied by them, 1 Cor. 14 16. 

Secondly. When we give an account to every one that 
acketh a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, 1 Pet. 3.15.We bear 
witne s to the Truth in deed, in three ſorts of Actions. Firſt, 
In the Actions whereby we hew that weare inCovenant with 

God through Chriſt. Secondly, In the Actions whereby we 
maintain Ccmmunion wich the Saints, he Members of Chriſt, * 
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And thirdly, By the Afton Z we maintaine Com- 
munion wich the Miniſters of the Word, the ſervants of Chriſt 
in their Miniſterial] Charge towards Us. 

In the firſt of theſe, dur Actions are conſidered as ſingle be- 
tween God and Us. Im the ſecond, they are conlidercd as 
- co.ordinate to our Brethren : In the third, as ſubordinate un- 

to the Ordinances of Godin the Goſpell. 

In all theſe Reipects, there be certain Fundamentall Du- 
ties and . of Walking, which if a Chriſtian doch not 
know and conſcionably intend, he doth fin againſt the Truth 
of his Proteſſion. | 

In reſpect of the firſt, we are commanded to walk worth 

of God as dear Children, and followers of him, as being co 
led to his Kingdome and Glory, 1 The ſ. 2. 12, Ephe. 5 1. Ma. 
5. 44 45, 46, 47,48. to do all our matters without mur- 
murings and diſputings, being blameleſſe and harmleſſe in a 
crooked Generation; and holding forth the Word of life, 
Phil. 2. 14, 15, 16. and to this effect, all that are in Covenant 
with God through Chriſt in their profefſed ſubjection to the 
Goſpell, muſt intend two main things. 

Firſt, As his Diſciples, to be baptized into his death, to 
ſerve him by bearing his Croſs, and by being crucihed there- 
by unto the World, Ram. 6. 3. Gal. G. 14. Mat. 16. 24. 

Secondly, Such as thus ſerve and follow Chriſt, muſt walk 
openly in'the light before men, and not cloſely and in dark- 
neſſe, Joh, 3+ 20, 21, 22 & 1 Joh. 1. 17. Mat. 5. 16. 

In reſpect of the ſecond, we are commanded 
to ſerve others through love, not uſing our freedom to give 
occaſion to the fleſh, Gal. 5. 13. 
To walk in all low ineſſe and meekneſſe, forbearing one a- 
nother in caſes of offence, and endeavouring to | tom the 
unitic of the Spirit in the bond of peace, Ephe. 4. 2, 3. and 
to bear one anothers burdens, Gal, 6. 2. 
Ard to this effect: 
Io conſider one another, to provoke each other to love and 
to good Works, Heb. 10. 24. 
Not to forſake the Aſſembl ies, as the cuſtome of ſome was, 
Heb. 10. 25. And ſtill is | 
to partake in the Aſſemblies the Ordinarces in an orderly 
Way, 1 Cor. 11. per. torum, C To 


s 
(10 | 
| To remember the Poor, by 2 to the neceſſities of 
the Saints, Gal. 2. 10. Nom. 12. 13. 
li To avoid ſuch as make Schiſmes, Rom. 16. 17. or bring a- 
1 | nother Goſpell, 2 Joh. 9. 10, Gal. 1. 8,9, 
it 
' 


To admoniſhand warn ſuch as are under fin, and give of- 
fence, Levit. 19. 17. Mar. 18. 15. & 1 Theſ. 5. 14. & Ephe. 
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In ref ov of the third, we are commanded 
to ſubmit to the Rulers that are over us in the Lord, and 
watch for our Sonls, Heb. 13. 17. to hearken unto their 
Il! preaching and admonitions, with reſpe& unto them for 
their Works ſake, 1 Theſ.5. 12, 13. & 2 Tas, 4.2; to joyn 
in Prayer with them in publique, 1 Tn. 2. 1, 2. Aft. 6. 4. 

- Topartake of the Sacraments, Aa. 28. 19. & 1Cor, 11. 
24, 25, 26. 

Theſe = the Fundamentalls of our publique Profeſſion in 
the common praftiſe of all men: fomerhings there be which 
belong to the practiſe of Miniſters in a peculiar manner, wher- 
by they are bound to manifeſt the Truth- of Chriſtianity in 
their ſpeciall Callings, which are chiefly theſe : 

1 Th muſt be called as Aaron was, and not take the ho- 

nour of the Miniſtry to themſelves, Heb. 5. 4. 

2. Being called, they muſt keep the Charge of the Houſe of 
God, Zach. 3. 7. & 1 Tim. 3. 15. By Preaching, Praying, 
and Overſeeing the Flock, and Judging the ſame, and do- 
ing all things that Chriftharh commanded them, orderly, 
and to edification, without preferring one thing before a- 
nother, 2 Tim. 4.2, Att. 6.4. & 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2. & 1 Cœ. 5. 
12. 13. Mat. 28. 18, 19. & 1 Cor. 14. 26, 30. M. 28. 19, 
20. & 1 Tim. 5. 21. | | 

According to theſe Principles and Maximes, the publique 
— of Religion muſt be maintained in the World: As 

r the Principles of State, I will not reflect upon the Intereſts 
of worldly men in State-Matters, which are conſtant in no- 
thing, but in the changeableneſſe of Circamſtances. But look - 
ing upon a State, as it is a Nation united together by Lawes 
7 for their own Peace and Saſety, the main Intereſt thereof is 
| this; That the Mutuall Duties of Magiſtrate and Subjects, be 
| rightly performed. | 


Now 


* 
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Now I take the Ground or Principle of the Magiſtrates 
Du:y and Authority to be this; that he is Gods Vice-gerent 
over Publique Societies, to adminiſter Juſtice, and ſee good 
Order ſettled and obſerved therein, that Peace may be main- 
tained, and Confuſion the cauſe of ſtrife prevented. 

As for the Subjects Duty, it is to be in ſubje&ion to the 
Magiſtrates civill Ordinances; and to aſſiſt him with neceſ- 
ſary means for the execution of the ſame, Roms. 13. 

And in reſpec of the Church, the Magiſtrate ought to be 
a Nurſing Father and Prote&or thereof, Iſai. 49. 23. 

Thus I have briefly lookt upon this Querie, ſo farre as ic 
ſeemeth requiſite to diſcover the properties of the matter 
which it containeth, that from thence the deciſion of this 
doubt may reſult, by comparing and laying matters together 
to find their due proportion, towards that which is princi- 
pally intended to be found out. The points then where the 
doubt lyeth, aretheſe Three, fo farre as I can underſtand the 
Wh he Right Ord d guiding of 

bs er yea or no the t Ordering and guiding o 
Mens — under Chriſt, according to — — by 
the Elderſhip, to bring them to Communion with God; ſhould 
be approved, and . further delay, Authoritatively ſet 
Up, and determined in this Kingdome > 

2. Whether ſuch a Determination doth ſtand with the 
Fundamentall Maximes of ſaving Truth, of Godlineſſe, and 
of the publique Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, as a thing conve- 
nient and uſefull far the Churches? 

Whether or no by the Fundamental Duties and grounds 
of Juſtice and good Order ſettled in this Kingdome, ſuch & 
Determination be not profitable for the maintaining of Peace 
and -avoiding of Confulion in the State? | 

Now all the ftreſs doth lie upon the ſuddenneſs of the 
Determination; Whether namely, that be expedient in all 
theſe reſpects yea or no; where again we maſt call to mind, 
that by ſuddenneſs, is not meant a raſh haſtineſſe without de- 
liberation; but onely a ſuſpenſion of further Deliberations, 
to fall orderly to the execution of that which is already de- 

termined, and needeth no further debate in the Parliament. 
Therefore to come to the — of theſe — 
2 this 


? 
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this point of doubt; we muſt tee what the Conſiſtencie or In- 
conuſtencie will be in every one of the forenamed particulars 
with this kind of Settlement. 

Firſt then we refle& upon the Right Ordering and guiding 
of Mens way es under Chfiſt, ( which is the 22 work ot 
Church-Government.) And doth not this deſerve to be ſet 
afoot as ſoon as may be? is there no danger indelaying with- 
out cauſe a thing ot ſo great concernment? doth not this tend 
directly to the ſalvation of mankind, to Gods glory, and to 
the good of his Church? why then it it may be ſettled in any 
degree, as in ſore degree it now may, ſhould it b:differred ? 
is it no diſhonour to Chriſt to neglect, or refuſe to ſettle his 
Ordinances? If then the Right Ordering and guiding of Mens 
wayes under Chriſt, is rather inconſiſtent with a further de- 
lay, then wich a ſudden Settlement; T may refer it to himſelf 
to conclude what out ht to be done. 

But you may perhaps ſay ; No man ever doubted of this; 
that the Right Ordering and guiding of ſouls under, Chriſt 
{ſhould not be delayed, but rather ſpeedily ſettled when it may 
be had : but we are not ſure, that the Government ſued for, 
is the Right Ordering and guiding of Souls under Chriſt, 

therefore we may ſuſpend the Settlement. I anſwer, if this be 
the exception; then he ought to have ſhewed Us rather wher- 
fore he makes this doubt: then wheretore all Government 
ſhould wholly be made void andunſettled ? For when a Qu:- 
ſion is made of Church Government in Generall, no body 
will otherwiſe conceive of it then under this Notion ; that it 
is co be taken for the Right Ordering and guiding of Mens 
lives under Chriſt 5 and this being granted, who dare ſay that 
it is not fit, that ſuch a Government ſhould be ſettled without 
delay amongſt thoſe that ſue for it? But let ug admit of the 
exception, as it may come under the limitation which is 
made of Power commonly deſired, C c. And upon this ground, 
let the Queſtion be thus: 

If che Power commoly deſired, be not in the hands of the 
Min'ſters alone (as formerly hath been declared) but in the 
Office of the Elderſhip, and that according to the Scriptures; 
then Querie, Whether this be inconhſtent with a ſudden 
Settlement, yea or no? Whether the Right of Guiding and 

5 Over- 
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Over- ſeeing Mens Souls, be committed in the Scripture to 
any but unto the Elderſhip ? Whether in Nature, it can be- 
long to any more properly then unto them? Whether a free 
cholen Elderſii, is not to be truſted with the Charge of Souls 

in ordinary, rather then any other ſort. of men whatſoever ? 
and if all this be ſo, what inconliſtencie then is thece be- 
tween this Power, anda ſudden Settlement? Where is the 
danger? nay, is it not rather dangerous and unjuſt, to refuſe 
it by a necdleſſe delay? But now his expreſſion running under 
the Genera]l Terms of Power commonly deſired in the hands of 
the Mini ſters, doth infuſe a prejudiceg and miſ- inform people 
of the Miniſters deſire: whereby he doth maintain a jealouſie 
in the minds of the imple againit his Brethren ; and if by this 
means a diſreſpect is caſt upon the Miniſterie it ſelf; and if he 
in ſo doing, doth ſtrengthen the hands of a prophane and diſ- 
ſolute Generation, which ſeeketh nothing more, then to re- 
je& wholly the Yoke of Chriſt, and live without controle in 
all diſorderly wayes : If I fay by this manner of dealing in 
this matter, he doth all this; Leave it to the ſerious diſquirie 
of his own Conſcience z whether or no he ought not to re- 
pent, and uſe means, to redreſs theſe evills whercunto he gives 
occalion. 

As for the Fundamentalls of Truth and Godlineſſe; is it 
any way inconliſtent that there ſhould be a preſent Settlement 
of Elderſhip, which cannot be imagined — without power 

to deal by Scripturallwayes, and lawfull means wich ſuch 
ſons as overthrow the Faith, and are heretical, ſcandalous, 
and diſorderly ? 

Both not the Apoſtle injoyn Timothy in the very ſirſt place, 
to take notice of thoſe that Teach other Doctrine; to charge 
them not to do fo; that is with Authority to repreſs them? 
1 Tim. 1. 3. Is there not a Woe denounced to thoſe that give 
Scandalls? AMat. 18.7. And is there no cauſe to grieve forthe 
Abominations committed without controle within the 
Church, Exel, 9. 4. and if we ſhouldgricve for them; ſhould 
not means alſo be uſed which God hath appointed, to take 
them out of the way ? 1 Cor. 5. 2. why then ſhould we hinder 
a Settlement of thoſe Means ? Is there any danger in a ſpeedy 
courſe to repreſs prophaneſs, to rectiſie diſorderlineſs, and co 
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cure ignorance ? and what Ke? can redound to Godlineſz, 
by deferring the Diſcipline and Order by which it ſhould be 
upheld > Truly it is fo farre from thence, that even a greatand 
dolefulſ diſadvantage doth come — to the Golpell, to 
the weak in Faith and ſimple ones, and to all the upright in 
heart, who are made fad by theſe Diſtractions: and that any 
who beareth the name ofa Miniſter of Chriſt, ſhould help to 
increaſe their forrows by obſtructing the remedies, ana diſ- 
ſolving all wayes of Government; is a double grief to Godly 
ſouls. : | 

And if in the Nature of Truth and Godlineſſe, there is nc 
thing to be found incopſiſtent with this Settlement, burzall 
doth call for the haſtening of it; what ſhall we concejye of 
the publique Profeffion thereof? is it to be imagined, that the 
Fundamentall Maximes of the Religious Profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anitie, ſhould afford any thing whereby a Settlement of: Go- 
ernment in the Church of God ſhould be diſwaded? Is not 
God the God of Peace and Order, and not of Contui.on? Nay, 
doth not every part of that Profeſſion call aloud for a Settle- 
ment of Government with all poſſible ſpeed ? 

Firſt, look upon Chriſt the kpoltle and High Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion , is He not upon his Thrane, and in his Kingdome, to 
Order it, and to ab it with Judgement and with Juſtice ? 
Iſai. 9. 7. Hath he hitherto ſhewed no judgement to the Gentiles ? 
Mat. 12.18. And if we do acknowledge him the King of Souls, 
and our King to whom wehave given.up our Conſciences in 
the Covenant of Grace, and with reſpe& hereunto in a Nati» 
onall Covenant one with another. And if we make this our 
greateſt glory to be counted his Diſciples, and to be under the 
Government of his Diſcipline : ſball we deliberate yea orno, 
whether we ſhould ſuffer his wayes of judgement to take place 
amongſt us? will he not be angry if we demurre upon the 
Matter? and ſhall we eſcape perdition if we lie under wrath ? 
Fſal. 2. 12. Truly there can be no cauſe ſo pregnant to kin- 
dle his anger againſta Nation, as is this very negleR of giving 
kim inis due over Mens ſouls. | 

As for the Duties of this Profeſſion, whether requilite in the 
Members or theMiniſters of the Churchʒ do not they all highly 

oblige us to further a ſpeedy ſettlement of Government ? — 
t 
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they not all either wholly 4— * in ſomeplace for wart 
of it; or every where under cont and in diſorder, be- 
cauſe no Government is no where ſettled ? 

For if all are bound to follow Chriſt Profeſſedly even un- 
der the Croſs ; are they not then alſo obliged in conſcience, 
even though they ſhould ſuffer perſecution tor it, to further 
the dettlement, of that power wherein Chriſt may Rule over 
them by bis Ordinances ? And if all are bound to walk open- 
ly and orderly in the publique light; and if this cannot be 
done in a ſociety of Saints, without an agreement and ſome 
ſettlement in tae 5 — of Chriſts publique Ordinances 
( wherein every one that is called by his name, and doth glo- 
ry in his ſervice, may find directions how to approve hitaſelt, 


without blame in the midſt of a crooked Nation; ) then it is Fl 2.18. 


evident that every one is bound in conſcience to deſire this a- 
greement of Saints in Government; and the ſettlement of 
their way es in the Ordinances of Chriſt without delay : but 
the firſt is true ʒ therefore alſo the ſecond. 

And if we are alſo commanded toendeavout to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace without delay; and 
this cannot be broughe to paſſe effectually, without an agree- 
ment for ſettling of Church Government; then certainly we 
are all bound in conſci: nee to ſeek this Agreement without 
delay ; but we are all commanded to endeavour the firſt, 
without delay; and it cannot be had without the ſecond; 
therefore we ard alio bound in conſcience to ſeek for the ſe- 
r publique Proſeſſo 

ain, If Chriſtians in their roſeſſion, are bound 
—_—_— one another — beref the ſame body, to pro- 
voke daily each other to love and to good works; and this 
cannot be done without the ſettlement of their 'Comember- 
ſhip under Chriſt in his Government q; then the Settlement of 
this Comembertbip under this Government, is to be intended 
without delay; but that og to be donedaily, and catinor 
be done without this; the this Covernment ought to be 
ſettled without dalay. 

If Chriſtians ſhould come orderly to the Ordinances of the 
Covenant, and renew the Memoriall thereof in the Houſe of 
God as often as may be; forthe ſtrengthening of their * 
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and mutuall Edification in love; and this cannot be done 


comfortably, without the advancement of. Church-Govern- 
ment to a Settlemen; then the Government ſhould be ſettled 
without delay: but the former of theſe Duties is requiſite, 
and cannot be done without the latter; theretore the latter is 
to be put in execution without delay. 

Furthermore all are bound to preſerve themſelves from the 
guilt of Schiſme, and to avoid ſuch as give occaſion thertun- 
to; but without the Settlement of ſome wa es, and agreement 
in Government, it is not poſſible to do this erte&ually, or to 
avoid the ſcandals of Diviſion; therefore the Settlement of 
the way of Government, is to be intended without delay. 

And concerning the Duty of mutual Admonitian, to recti- 
fie the unrulineſs of Brethren, and to take away publique Of- 
fences ; is it poſſible to perform ic to any purpoſe of Edifica- 
tion, without an agreement and ſettlement of the wayes of 
Brotherly Relation, under the Government of Chriſt in his 
Ordinances, of judgement? and if without this, that can- 
not be done: are not thoſeguilty of all the Offences which 
now are Remedileſs in the Churth and State for want of Go- 
vernment ; who diſſwade the Settlement thereof? 

Thus we find nothing in the things which all ought to do 
in che publique Profellion of Chriſtianitie, which is any way 
inconſiſtent with the Settlement of Charch-Government ; 
but contrariwiſe every thing doth mainly require it: and if 
we look further upon the things which are Fundamentally 
to be done by the Miniſters in their peblique Profeſſion of the 
Goſpell, either in generall for thezkeeping of the Charge of 
Gods Houſe, or in particular, forthe 2 of the Word; 
for the Ruling of the Flock, for the ſetting forth of the Wor- 
ſhip, by labouriag publiquely in Prayers, and adminiſtring of 
the Sacraments without diſorder and confulion : If I ſay we 
look _ theſe Duties of the Miniſteriall Profeſſion, to ſee 


what their confiſtency is with a Settlement of Government 


without delay: do net all theſe Duties utterly looſe their edi- 
fying vertue, and become a kind of reproach and deriſion to 
the prophane World, for want of this Settlement of Church- 
Government amongſt Us ? And doth not this negle& of Gods 
Houle bring a guilt upon the State; becauſe we will have our 

| own 
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own worldly ends, before we give Chriſt his ſpirituall Righes 
over us? Therefore nothing doth more require this ſuddain 
Settlement of Government, then the Miniſteriall Duties of the 
Publique Profeſſion, 

As tor the true Principles of State, which can'be none 0- 
ther then theſe. 1, That Juſtice ought to be maintained by 
wholſome Lawes and Statutes. 2. That geod Orders ought 
to be ſettled in all Publique Societies, 3. That Confuſion and 
the cauſes of Strife and Divilions, ought to be prevented, 
4+ That the Means of Peace, of Love, and Safety, ought to 
be procured and ſettled by publique Authority: I fay, in re- 
ſpelt of all theſe Maximes, if a needleſs delay ot ſettling 
Church-Government, be wholly contrary to their ſenſe and 

ſe; then I ſuppoſe it will not be thoughe good Policie 
to deferre that Settlement any longer, then it is impoſſible to 
eſtabliſh it: But there is no ſuch impoſſibility now, for the 
State of this Kingdome; to ſettle by their Authority the Or- 
dinances of Chriſts Pewer amongſt their Subjects; therefore 
it is wholly inconſiſtent with the true Principles of State, as 
well as ofReliꝑlon to deferre any longer the Settlement of the 
ſo much longed for Church- Government. | . 

I love not to play the States-man, and to reflect upon the 
Intereſts of Parcics, to ſhew the Advantages which each might 
reap ( ſo farre as their ends are laudable ) from this Sertle- 
ment of Chriſts Power amongſt us: nor will I enter upon rhe 
Conlideration of all the dangerous Conſequences which the 
long diſcontinuance and unſettlement of Church-Govern- 
ment doth threaten the State withall from within to weaken 
it, and from without to betray it to cunning Adverſaries that 
lie in wait to take advantages: Tay, I love not to dive mack 
into theſe things, although the laſt might to good purpoſe be 
inſiſted upon here, ( chiefly in reſpect of the Deſignes of Pa- 

iſts and Prelates, who will never gain ground upon us again, 
ut by our inward unſeitlement.) But one thing 1 will ſay; 
that as it is a high diſhonour unto God, and the greateſt 
that a State can do unto Chriſt; not to allow him to Order 
and guide hizown Houle, by his own Lawes within their Ter- 
ritories ʒ and by his own Officers rule his own Subjects, which 
ale the ſouls which he within theĩr habitations hath bought, 
D and 
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and doth call unto himſelf; 1 will no doubt ſeverely re- 
venge ſuch an injurie with deſerved judgements; and put 
down the Power and Authority of thoſe in this World, that 
will not ſuffer his Power and Authority to take place in his 
Mount Sion. He will break them with a Rod of Iron, like a 

otters Veſſel all co pieces: Thereſore be wile now O ye Kings, 
and be ye inſtructed ye Rulers of the Earth. 

And if the Tenor of the Nationall Covenant hath been 
judged a true Maxime of State, to unite and ſettle the King- 
doms both joyntly and ſeverally in Peace; and is to be obſer- 
ved Conſcionablely by all, as a thing {worn unto by the Mem- 
Lers of the Repreſentative Body of the Kingdom, ho lin the 
preſen .e of the Great God of ricaven and Earth (who will 
not lutter thoſe to be unpunithed chat take his Name in vain ) 
have bound themſelves to perform it : Then I ſuppoſe that the 
needles (that is to ſay, the meer Politicall, Subtile aud Cun- 
ning delay of ſettling that Church-Government which is 
moſt Conſonant to the word of God, and the example of 
the beſt Reformed Churches, will not be found expedient, but 
very hurtfull to the whole State and the Members of the Hou- 
ſes : for if their Oath hath made this endeavour of ſettling this 
Charch-Governmcnt when it can be done, a neceſſary dutie 
unto them in reſpect of the State; then 1 hope that they will 
underſtand thus much, that he who knoweth the Secrets of all 


hearts, will be able to diſcern the purpoſe and aime, for which 


the performance of ſuch. a Duty when it may be performed, 
is deferred, no State end will give him ſatisfaction in this mat- 
ter: and we all (I ſay, we chiefly chat are Remembrancers 
on Gods behalfto Men of their Duties) ſhould let the Magi- 
ſtrate as well as others, know what God requires of them: 
we are bound to put them in mind of their Dutie in this eaſe; 
namely that God expetts a performance of vowes made unto 
him without all delayes; and that he doth not allow of any 
By- ends, in a bu incl to which the Conſcience hath bound 
it ſelf cowards the Lord: Therefore the counſell of Gods Spi- 
rit in Eccleſiaſtes, is to be laid to heart, which ſaith thus, 
Chap. 5.4-When thou voweſt a vow to God, deferre not to pay it, for 
he hath nopleaſure in Fools; pay that which thou haſt word: Ina 
word then to perſwade the Magiſtrate to deferre the pay- 

8 ment 
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ment of his Vow to God wb 2. Conſiderations, and Po- 
litic intents, is to perſwade him to play the foole and to be 
guiltie of the judgement denounced in that Woe, which is 
threatned them that are wiſe in their own eyes, and prudent 
in their own fight, /ſai. 5.21, Let therefore no man dcceive 
himſelf; if we are Chriſtians not in Word, but in Deed, we 
muſt believe that all the wiſdome and State Politie of this 
World, is meer tooliſhaeG wich God; becauſe it is written, 
That he will take the wiſe in their own Craſtineſſe, 1 Cor. 3. 
18,19. 

have done with the Firſt Part of this Diſcourſe, wherein 
have endeavoured to ſhew you an Unpartiall Way of reſol- 
ving the Doubt which he hath prepoſed: Now I come to the 
Second Part, wherein I am to look upon his Manner of pro- 
cecding tor the Determination thereot, to ſee how farre it doth 
reach the Aime of advancing Truth and Peace. 


bk 
The Second Part. 
The Querie. 


Whether it be fit aceording to the Principles of true Re- 
ligion aud State, to ſettle any Church-Government 
over the Kingdome haſtily or not; and with the o- 

wer commonly deſired in the hands of the Miniſters * 


way of Dclib ration, ſhewed what anſwer ſhould be ꝑi- 
ven to it. Now I purpoſe to reflect upon the An(wer 
which he doth give to ohſerve what Truth is in it; and how 
farre the Way which hedoth ſuggeſt is uſeful for Peace. 
Io find out the Truth which is in his Diſcourſe, I muſt exa- 
mine his Rea ſonings; and to this effect I will ſer down in his 
; D 2 own 


|| Have hitherto delivered my Scnſe of this Querie, and by 


| (20) 
own words ſo near as may be, the Arguments wi.ich hedoth. 
uſe, (and that in their full ſtrength) to make good his Cou- 
eluſion: and then 1 will compare the point of Doubt, with 
that wherein the forceof the Reaſon doth lie. 
His Reaſons lie in ſeverall Aphoriſmes or Sections, with- 
out Method or Coherence. He is brief and dark, and doth 
preſuppoſe Tome things which muſt be expreſſed in the exami- 
nation of the Matter. Now I hate Conſuſion, and therefore 
(without doing him wrong) will reduce his Reaſons to 
certain heads, under which all ſhall be brought in, which he 
doth alledge in fuch order, às his Matter will admit of. 
He endeavours then to piove; that it is not fit that any 
Church-Government ſhould be ſettled haſtily in this King. 
dom, from four heads of Arguments. a 
1. From che Unfit neſſe of the People, and of Parochiall 
Congregations, to admit of Government, Sect. 1. 2, 6. 

2. From the Practiſe of Chriſt, and ot his Apoſtles, and the 
fault of Reformers in latter dayes, Sect. 3. 4, 5. 

3. From the Unfitneſſe of the New Clergy- men, to admi- 
niſter Church Government, Sect. 8. 9. 

4. From the Intereſts of State, and of the Diſſenting Bre- 
thren, Sect. 7. 10. 11; 


Concerning the firſt, 


In the firſt Head I find two Pre-ſuppoſalls which he takes 
as granted. * 

The firſt is this. That which a People is not fit to receive, by 
reaſon of their ignorance, or want of ſutableneſſe; is not 
haſtily to be impoſed upon them. 

The Second is, That which a People ought to receive by 
reaſon of the Unlawfulneſs or Uſeleſſeneſs of the thing, that 
ought not to be impoſed upon them. 

Tac firſt Aſſertion, is the ground of his firſt and fixt ; and 
the Second Q his ſecond Section. 

But the fig is not to be granted without a1limigation 3 for 
ignorance Md want of ſuteableneſs in a People, (except it be 
tound alrogerher invincible) doth not excuſe them from 
Obedience: Nor ftould good Lawesand Government, wher- 
by a People may be inſtructed, and made ſuteable to perferm 
neceſ- 
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neceſſary Duties, be left off, Ne formerly they have not 
been well taught. Nay in humane Government, the contra- 
ry may be aſſerted for a Truth; namely tha where a People 
is ignorant of their Dutie, and doth want ſutableneſs to per- 
form it towards Superiours, there Government ought to be 
conſtituted without delay; leſt their Unrulineſs and Un- 
teachableneſs become Habituall: for the want of Govern- 
ment doth make a People wild. . Thus then che Aſſertion is 
not Univerſally true. 

But perhaps he will ſay, That in matters of Religious ſub- 
jection, it will hold true; becauſe the word of God doth bind 
no map further to practicall obedienc2 and ſubjection 
to Government, then he doth underſtand the nature and 
grounds of that Government to be of God. For it is ſaid, 
Rom. 1. 5 Let every max be fully perſwaded in his own mind, 
and verſ. 23. Whatſoever is not of fanh, is ſinne. From this place 
he inferres, That if a People be not taught the nature and 
grounds of that Government, it ſhould not be impoſed upon 
them: How this Conſequence doth follow, we ſhall ſee anon, 
when we examine the Reaſoning of his firſt Section: But here 
I will intimate onely, that the Apoſtles words are not given 


. as a Rule of Subjection, relating to Government; but as a 


Rule of Freedom, relating to Diſcretion, whereby every one 
is to look to his own private wayes: For in that th. Chap- 
ter of the Epiſtle to the Nm anes, the Apoſtle doth teach Chri- 
ſtians Rules of mutuall Forbearance and Moderation, in 
judging one another for matters of Indifferencie, ſuch as are 


meats and dayes :-in theſe things he forbids the ſtrong to de- 


ſpiſe the weak, & the weak to judge the ſtrong, cr. 2. 3, 4, Aud 
he willeth every oneto be. fully ded in his own mind 
concerning that which he doth, that he may not do it either 
wich offence to others, ordoubtingly within himſelfe: if ei- 
ther of theſe betall him, the Apoſtle declares it to be a ſinne, 
from ver. 4. till the end of the Chapter, and chiefly concer- 
ning the Man that doubteth in the laſt Verſe of the Chapter he 
faith; That it he eateth not with Faith, he is damned, becauſe. 
whatſoever ĩs not of Faith, is Sin. Thus we ſee that the Apo- 
Me ſpeaks clearly of a Rule, by which every one is to go- 
jern himſelf in his own private 2 : namely that he oughc 

to 
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to abſtain from that which he cannot do in Faith, and where» 
of he is not fully perſwaded in his mind. Now how from . a 
Precept of this kind, a Conſequence will be rightly drawn to 
conclude': that it is not fit that any Church-Government 
ſhould be haſtily ſettled in this Kingdom, is not clear to me 
at the firſt ſight; for, becauſe a Chriſtian may abſtain from 
doing that whereof he is in doubt, and ought to be fully per- 
ſwaded in his own mind, that what he doth is lawfull; that 
therefore no Church-Government ſhould be ſettled in this 
Kingdome, ſeemeth to me no good inference. For it the Ro. 
manes to whom theſe Rules were given, were under Church- 
Government (as is apparant they were by Ch. 12. 4.5, 6 7, 
8.) and if this doubting in private Caſes of practiſe was inci- 
dent unto them, anddid not exempt them from that Obliga- 
tion, nor did make Church- Government a thing unfit for 
their edification in Godlineſſe; I know not why it ſhould ex- 
empt this people from the ſame Obligation, or be unkt for 
their Publique Editication. | 

But let us come to his progfe of the Concluſion, drawn 
from theſe Rules. | 

In the firſt Section, he faith thus; That no Church- Govern- 
ment ought to be ſettled upon this People: becauſe, it any be 
ſettled, it will bring this People either to a neceſſity of ſinne 
againſt God zor of miſery ia the World: His general ground 
then is this; Mhat ſoever may occaſion a People either to ſinne 
againſt God, or to become miſerable in the World, is not fit 
to be brought upon chem. 

This he takes as an Univerſall Truth, and doth preſuppoſe 
it as a thing undeniable : but to ſhew that it is a falſe ground, 
and not to be admitted without limitation: 1 may conclade 
from it inhis way of Reaſoning, as wel that the Goſpel is not 
to be offered to a Pepple, as that no Church- Government is 
to be ſettled amongſt them. For if the Goſpell be preached, 
and Chriſt offered to a People in the Covenant of Grace, they 
are brought thereby, under a hecellity, either of ſinning againſt 
God if they receive not Chriſt, or of being perſecnted 'and 
miſerable in the World if they receive him. For it is ſaid, That 
all that will live Godly in Chriſt Jeſus, (ball ſuffer perſecu- 
tion, 2 Tim. 3. 12. and the world is condemned of ſinne, if i 


be- 


2 
believe not in him, Joh. 16. 8, Ry 4. ſeeing God hath ap- 
pointcd this necellity to follow the Goſpell preached, or the 
preaching of itz it is no Truth to fay; That whatſoever bring- 
ech a People on a necellity, either of ſinne or miſery, is not fic 
to be brought upon them, for the preaching of the Goſpell 
doth this; and it is abſurd to ſay, that the preaching of the 
Goſpell is not fit to be brought upon them. FE 

But he will ſay perhaps, that the Cale is different; either 
that thereis a greater neceility of Preaching, then of exerci- 
ling Church- Government; or that the Cauſe of this neceſſity 
is not proper, and per ſe, by it ſelſe following the nature of 
the Goſpel], but onely accidentall in reſpeR of the world. 

I anſwer, That he will never be able to ſhew. a greater ne- 
ceſſity of the one then of the other; he may perhaps ſhew that 
the one may go before the other; na nely that Teaching muſt 
be firſt; but that upon Teaching, the Obſervation of all 
Chriſts Commandements (under which the Commandc- 
ments of Church Government are comprehended ) muſt 
necds follow, is clear, from the Fundamentall Commiſion 
given to the Apoſtics, Mat. 28. 20. and he that doth charge 
Timothy to preach in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, doth alio 
charge him ia the ſame place to watch; and elſewhere with 
no leſs earneſtneſs to obſerve all the Rules of Government, 
without preterring one before another, 1 Tm. 5 21. And we 
have ſeen heretofore, that the Principles of the Out ward Pro- 
feſſion of Religion, are no leſſe eſſentially requiſite in Chri- 
ſanity, then the Principles of Faith, although the Princi- 
ples of Faich are firſt in Order, So then he cannot plead a 
greater neceſſity of the one, then of the other. 

But chen when he ſaies, that the Goſpell is not by it ſelf a 
preper Cauſe of Perſecution and Miſery, but onely accid:n- 
tally, by reaſon of the evill world which hates the Godly. 
without a cauſe. I ſay, that herein he gives himſelf an An- 
ſwer, concerning the matter of Government: for the ſettling 
of the Government which Chriſt hath ordained, is no cauſe 
either of Sin or Mitery by it ſelf ; bur onely accidentally by 
reaſon of the ignorance and wickedneſſe of our corrupt na- 
ture: from whence you ſce that the generall ground of his 
Reaſoning in the firſt Sectioa, is not true, as he doth preſup- 

Pole. 
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paſe it; namely that whatſoever doth neceſſitate a 1 (38 


ther to finne, or to be miſerable, is not to be impoſed upon 
them: but to make it true a limitation is to be added thus; 
Whatſoever in its own nature and propertie, and not acci- 
dentally, doth neceſſitate a People either to fin or miſery, that 
is not to be impoſed upon a People: but then it you expreſs 
according to this preſuppoſal, the Aſſumption or ſecond Pro- 
polition of his Argument, thus: Now the ſettling of Church» 
Government doth in its own nature and property, and not 
accidentally, neceſſitate a People either to lin, or to be miſe- 
able this you ſee is evidently falſe, and therefore the Con- 
cluſion which he intends to inferre, doth not hold crue; name- 
ly — no Church-Government ought to be ſettled upon this 
People. 
hus you ſee that the very ground of his Reaſoning is a 
hidden fallacie, fit todeceive ignorant people, and plauſible 
to a naturall mans Capatity, but no wayes agreeable with 
Gods Truth and counfell in the diſpenſation of the Goſpell. 
For God hath determined that all men ſhall bebrought to 
this neceſſity in ſome degree more or leſſe, for the tryall of 
their Faith and perſeverance. 

But you perhaps will ſay, that he makes not this the chiefe 
ground of his Reaſoning ; but that he ſcems onely to touch 
it as an infercence following upon the precedents, to ſhew the 
inconventericie thereof. I Anſwer; If it be no inconveniency 
in Gods Connſell, then his Counſell to reject all Church-Go- 
vernment upon this ground, is contrary to Gods Counſel] ; 
and he ſpeaks in this Matter as a naturall Man to pleaſe Men, 
Tather then God. | 

Having thus diſcovered the deceit of his main ground of 
Perſwaſion, you may eaſily perceive that the Superſtructures 
will fall; but that we may farther ſee the force of his Conle- 
quenccs, and the Coherence of Matters which he layes toge- 
— - us proceed to ſet all his Arguments in their Order di- 

inctly. a 

Thus then he doth Reaſon. 

That which bringeth upon a People a neceſſity of Sinne or 
Milery, is not to be impoſed upon them, The ſettling of any 
Church: Government will do this, Erge, no Church-Govern- 


ment is to be impoſedupon them · The 


25 
The firſt Propoſtion of 15 A hath been now exa · 
mined, and found falfe ; his Diſcourſe runnes upon the proof 
of the Second; namely that the ſettling of any. h-Go- 
* will bring this People to the nterſſity of figne, 
hus. U 4012105 KEF 
That which will put this People upon the PraRiſe of that 
wherein ic is impoſſible they can be fully perſwaded in their 
minds, will put them upon the neceſſity of ſinne, Row. 14. 5. 
But the ſettling of 2 —ç—ö — will put them 


upon che practiſe of that wherein it is impoſſible, they can be 
fully-perſwaded in their minds: It will put them 
ws Ln of fin. pu CEN? 


Here again the Major or firſt Propoſition, is not to be ad- 
mitted without a Reſtriction, thus 
That which in its own nature, and by it (elf, will put this 
upon the Practiſe of that wherein it is impoſſible they 
can be fully perſwaded in their mind, will put them upon the 
neceſſi of B28 if they do it; now wich chis Reſtriction the 
ſecond tion is falſe: for ic is not true, that the ſertling 
of any Church-Goverament whatſoever,” will in its own na- 
ture, and by it ſelf, — them upon the Practiſe of that where- 
in they cannot be fully perſwaded in their minds, Therefore 
this Concluſion is falſe, namely that the Settling of any 
Church- Government whatſoever, will put them upon the 
neceſſity of fin. 17 
Here agaln you ſee plainly the falacic ; but be not obſer- 
ving this, hath gone on in his Reaſoning to prove the other 
Propoſition; namely that the ſettling of any Cburch-Go- 
yernmeat whatſoever, will bring the People upon che Pra- 
Aiſle of that wherein it is impoſſible they can be fully perſwa- 
ded in their minds ʒ and to make this good, he Argues thus. 
A People that is generally antaught in the nature and 
grounds of all Church · Government, will be brought 
che Practiſe of that wherein i la impoſſible they can be fully 
perſwaded in their minds, if the ſettling of any Church: Go- 
vernment be brought upon them. But this People is general- 
ly-uncaught in the nature and grounds of all Church-Go- 
vernment; Ergo, they will be brought upon the Practiſe of 
chat wherein it is im poſſible ny can be fully 3 in 
| 1 eir 
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HSAs, tf the fettling uf, any Church: Coverument be 
Wroirght upon them. Although all this weregrabed, yer the 
former grumds mot being inmd, the Gonſaquence by which 
hi 1 is to be inferred, will not hold : But let 
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examine the Truth of cheſe Prapalltions al ſo in dem- 


Fit chen, 1d not ſte that this ſirſt Propeition e this dyl· 
Iogiſme is true, and that this bs — — Canſtqueneeg namely 
decauſe u vecple ls ontnigbtz nt ablxt o judgeoſthe na- 
ture and grouydbofChapch-Government, chat therefore.chey © 
will he put upon the Practiſe of that wherein it is tap 
they cam be ſully perfwaded,': in caſeithey be becuight under 
Government. I ſay, that there, is no neceſſany Cobetence,af 
the fir part of This Propoſt ion wich che latter. x-Beggule the 
Iettimg of the Government way be ſuch 87 ſhall bring irs 
wn ent with it, and gomince hoe that reoeive it of che 
Hatftte and the grounds thereof, 2. Becauſe che ſettling of ic 
ray de fuch, as will nor put chem upem any Practiſe whereat 
they (halt Icfuple: Forbottsthe Govennmeot and che May af 
Nüfitlg tb hay bed Moderate and Suga ble to terer Con- 
ſcientes; that chey ſhall hot be 1confluainell; to any thing 
whereof they canndt be fally perſwaded. 3. Becauſe it com 
not be ade dit, (that Very une who · ic tobe under Govetn- 
ment in the Church, muſt needs underſtand the: hole nature 
auff grSHf e Got H¹ν:j wr bie de obliged to veſuſe 
Af obechener wrertunto) rot ſtan o fubeing ꝓut upon ther 
erte of mething wherebf they canto be fallyperſwaded!: 
I ie not encuigł to b affurad that the Government ſhall not 
urge —.——— tem I -Andi if chey know hat 
| tho ſd not be led wih Roigoun, bubwich/Jjudgement ; thac 
rel. 34. OEM wt te ugh che Bren bound ups the Sick Nreng- 
16. chetd, und that which was driven d ay, brought back; 
will note this beſhtisfaFory'? I do not intend to diffyade any 
from endemvoνH t ſatisfle themiſelves; tothe mink ofithei 
ub In Any hin whelleofrhbydoubr;c: bur! rhther: N 
that. fl y Hes che Ru ee, Noble dn ſtarching wut 
4]PPinths Neverthelaſſertalonot ſte it either predful ur maul, 
that men Hud walk ſo ſcrupulouſſy and partially as d 
Pofition ſcemeth to allow: Rox the wiſdome which is om 
above, 
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and jealouſſes in their minds, to ma them from the love 
of Government? is not this to (eek my (elf more then che 
Publique? i ? 
But tijs Aſſumpt ion or ſecond Propoſition, ſaith, That 
this People is generally untaught in the nature and grounds 
of Government; and therefore it may be (aid, that he 
ſeeks not himſelt in this ſo much as the Publique. 

To this I Anſwer, That I deſire not to judge him in his par- 
ticular Alme, Gad alone doth know the Secrets of Hearts; 
but two things I muſt add : Firſt, That the Nature and Pro- 
petty of his way of Reaſoning may have ſuch an aime; and 
therefore that he gives cauſe to ſuſpect that he may perhaps 
de guilty thereof. Secondly, I ſay, That I ſee no Cauleto be- 
ſieve that the thing which he ſaith of this People, is true in 
the ſenſe which his words tend or ſeem to inſmuate. For [ 
am perſwaded that this People doth generally know, that 
there is a neceſſity of ſome Government, and that the beſt Go. 
vernment is that which is ſettled according co-Gods will, and 
conſequently that it ought to be ſo ſertled'; and that ĩt be- 
longeth to the Miniſtery to have the Adminiſtration 
of it; and that they ought to obey and ſubnilt to thoſe that 
are (et over them in — br and that as the Miniſter is not 
to Rule over them ac :ording to his own will, but according 
to Gods will revealed in the Word; ſo that they ought to 
yecld to every thing whereof they ſhall be convicted from the 
Word, that it is t© Gods will. I tay, I ſee no Cauſe to believe 
but that this People is generally thus much taugh, or at leaſt 
ſo much advanced towards the apprehenſion of theſe Truths, 
that if chey but hear them delivered; they will ſincerely aſ- 
ſenr thereunto: and this I conceive is enough: to make them 
capable of Goverument: Therefore although Twill not de- 
ny, but that many are untaught in the particular way and 
grounds of that Government which God hath appointed in 
his Houſe: yet I cannot be ſo uncha ritable, to think, that 
whenſoeyer it ſhall be made known unto them, they will be 
incapable to underſtand it. For beſides the grounds which they 
have already received in the common way of Proteſtancie, 
which certainly have broughe them thus far; we have large 


promiles in the Seripture, and particularly in the 35. of * 
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aſſure us, that when he Kingdoms of Che ſhall' be ſettled: 
in the Earth, the Blind, the Deafe, the Dum, the Lame, and 
tuch like, ſhall be inabled1o ſee, to hear, to ſpeak and to 
teap; and that the way ſhall be made ſo plain in Holinelle, 
that the Wayfaring men though fooles, thall not erre there 
in, verſ. 8. Therefore althougtvic may be erme, that the grea- 
ter part of the Pcople is untaught of the nature-of the Go: 
vernment; yet | am perſwaded, that ſo many as have any 
knowledge of Catecheticall Principles, though bat generall, 
will be capable inſtantly of all that which is need full to be 
known to admit of the Government: therefore it is no Con- 
ſequence, becauſe the multitude is not yet fully taught and 
made tounderſtand the Reaſons of Government, that there 
fore no Government ſhould be ſettled upon them: for the 
very ſettling of that Government chich Chriſt hath appoing- 
eth, will carry light with it, and make them all to underſtand 
the nature of the thing, bett er then all the Diſcourtes which 
either He or l can make of it. For theſe Cauſes his whole 
Diſcourſe in this Matter, is wholly impertinent; nor doth is 
follow at all, that although this People were wholly un- 
— . in the nature of the Government, that therefore ic 
ought n t to be ſettled upon them. 
Thus I have d- ne with his firſt Seſtin; to let you ſee tho 
Unrcaſonableneſſe of his Reaſonings therein. 

In the following Sections, I ſhall not needxo be ſo exact and 
large, becauſe Iwill not meet with any thing that doth re- 
fie ſo much upon Conſcience as this doth : or is fo plauſibe 
and likely to entangle the thoughts ofthe Simple. 

The tix Sefton is to be conlideredin the next place, be- 
cauſe it hath greateſba ſfin ĩtie withche firſt. For the firſt ta« 
keth the Argument from the Peoples ignorance; and Sixt, 
from their want of ſutableneſſe to yeeld Obedience. But his 
Words and Senfe are ſo obſcure, as if he were afraid to · be 
Under ſtood, and did ſpeak to ſome body in the Clouds ot the 
Are for he ſaith thus. | | 

"It is ar ainſt the nature of Chrifts deſcription of himſolſe, and 
againſt the ſutablene ſſe which he doth preſs for, amongſt all ſuch as 
hex 1d ſubmit to ſus Commundements. And to make this appear, 
he doth alledge places, where it * ſaid, that (vi doth not cry 
3 nor 
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ror rive, Mat · 12. 19: and that his yoke is cafe, Mat. 11.39. 
and that his Caommandements are not grievons, 1 Joh · 5. 3. and 
chat he: partat / uo nem Mine in ad Bottles, Mat. 9. 17. then he 
ends wich theſe words, Ai wur haeamnot be fieljplled in dhe Par 
rariuall Cangregat ions. 5 1 7 
-: What js his meaning is it this; that to ſettle a Church» 
Government in che Churches of Chriſt, is againft the nature 
of Chriſts Deſcription of himſelſe; and againſt the tutabley 
ntſſe that de doth preſs for in his Subjects ? can any thing be 
ſaid mere falſ thenthis? For is it not tbe very end of Church - 
Government, to make Mens lives conſormable unto Chriſt, 
ind to make them ſutable to ſubmit to his Commandlements 

But it he mans not to ſptak of Chur cli · Goverument, as @ 
ching inconſiſtent wich theliſe of Chriſt, and the (bmiſſion 
to his Commdndements, he ſayes nothing to the purpuſe of 
his Qucrie. And if the ſettling of Church-Goverument ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, is one of the moſt effectuall Means 
to take Men off from ſtriving and crying in the ſtreets, to 
make them find Chriſts Yoke eaſie, and his Commandements 
not grievouss and to put them in a new franie af life to be- 
come new Bottlis, wherein the Wine of ſpirituall wiſdome 
and comfort may be kept without ſpilling; then che ſetiling 
of Church. Government is no wayes againſt the nature ot 
Chriſt life, and the properties of ſubjection due to him: but 
the ſettlement of Church- Government according to the 
Scripturce, is one of the moſt ctieftuall Means to do all this 
she refore the ſettling of Church. Government, is no way a- 
gainſt the natute of Chriſts life, or Deſcription of himfelt, 

againſt che properties of ſubhjection due to him, or the ſu- 

tableneſſe which he doth ſeek im thoſe that are to ſubmit to 
bis Commandements, - | 11.7 N A's 51 

+ .Buthis meaning is perhaps, that che Conſtitut ion bf Go · 
vernmknt over Parochiall Congregations is againſt alli cis 
nas he. ſayes, hat ai this cannot be ſiullillied in «ny aro- 
cbiall Congregations. If this be his meaning, hemight haze 
ipoken planner; and onght.cohave given tome probt cherxof. 
Foo he could not be ignorant of this, chat mauy Godly and 
acalous Miniſters wilbſay, chat they have experience of the 
contrary Hamit ly, that in ſome SE aa * 
"4 > & . . * 
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this ls dene; when, with 4 faithfull Diſpenſatiomof the 
Ward, the Diſcipline and Charge of Gods Houle is careſully 
kept by ahe Miniſter: and, it is apparant, that one of the 
chief cauſes of Striving and Crying, is tas want of crue Go- 
vernment, Which makes Chriſta oke uneaſie to Mens ſouls: 
and if he appeal to experience, it will not be found that in the 
Parochiall Congregations hitherto ſettled in the Reformed 
way, ſo much 7 5 — ſuch cryiag out and ftriving, and 
fuck iſturbance of good Order hach been, as im the Churches 
whichare called Separatiſts, or Independents. Aud the rea- 
ſon is clear, why it falls out to be ſo; becauſe their Principles 
of Government lead then rather to walk by them ſelves, and 
at a diſtance from all others, then co keep the Unity of the 
Spicze Fire Brethren without partiality. Ihe name of a+ . 
Parochial r old in Ufe perhaps is 
taken for an old Bottle, by way of alluſion to-Chriths ſpeechʒ 
but an old Par im in Name, wil bea newCongregation in Sub- 
ſtance, when it is gaſt into another frame of Government 
then dorfer Was in: and it will be:fonnd thatnoehing is 
done in any Congregationall Church, for Orderly Govein- 
ment of Mens wayes under Chriſt, which in the Reformed 
Pariſh-Congregation, can not be done wich leſſe ſtirre, and as 
effectually, if the Government were once ſcttlel. 
So then inchle Seta. I ind no Argument at all, but a bare 
Aſſertion, Where in is ſo much ab(curitys that it ſeems to me, 
hefideithernorigrend to be underſtood, if he ſpeaks to his 
Queſtion - or it he ſpeaks not to it, hut would take the liber- 
fie to ſpeak ſomewhat to no purpoſe. or to ſome other pur 
zofe then his Queſtion, he might have been more intelligible. 
1 it had pleaſed him, and not leſt us to gueſſe at his meaning: 
Men that would conviuce and perſwade, ſnould not walk 
darkneſſe. wks | wi Ly! 0 
he Second; Section is alſo reduoed:to the firft: general 
Head, becauſe itis taken from the Unlauſulneſſe or thielefle- 
E of bringing abe deſired Governmt ut upon the People, 
he Argument runnes thus: 
That w WY dangerous to bring a Pole under aPopih' 
implicite Obedience, hy, ſorcing on thein a Practiſe of that 
which they ſcarce know, or know but in part, and conſe- 
N quantly 


vernmenthaſtily, as 
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gently is con to the National Covenant, ought nor 
be ſettled upon them; but the ſettling of any ( o- 
it is commonly deyred, doth this, and is 
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contrary to the Nationall Covenant: Er it ought not to 


Iſai. 29. 18. 


Verſ. 24. 


Jai. 32+ 1. 
2. the ſtorme, and as Revers of waters in a dry place, and as the (ha- 


Verſ. 4. 


be ſettled upon them. « 
The Aniwer is; That the Church - Government defired, 
tuch as we have formerly deſcribed, doth none of all this, 
and theretore may be ſet up without danger: and the Godly 
Miniſters of this Kingdom will call this a falſe accuſation 
againſt them, and iniurious to the Government defired: nor 
doth he give any proof of what he ſayes, but as if it were e- 
nough ta have ſaid fo; he doth alledge onely the Peoples in- 
<lination to that which the State ſets up; ſaying, that expe- 
rience ſteweth, that the Peoples Conſciences doth reſolve it 
ſelſe in this Querie; Mhether the Religion be eftabliſhed 
Law or no ? It hh Argument is this; that becauſe che Peopſe 
doth ſcarce Know, or knows but in part that Government 
which is to be ſettled, that therefore the Government will 
bring them under a Popith implicite Obedience; l the 
Conlequence: for although the People be ignorant, or in- 
clined to do things by an implicite Faith, yet ix is no fault in 
the Government that they are ſo, nor will the ſettling of the 
Government make them to be ſo; but the contrary will ra- 
ther follow. For where Chriſts Kingdom is erected, there the 
Deafe are made to hear the words of the Booke, and eyes of the 
Blind are made to ſee out of obſcurity, and out of darkneſſe. There 
they that erred in Spirit (hall come to underſtanding, and they that 
murmured ſhall learn Detrine : For the promiſe is clear; that 
when the King ef Righteouſneſſe ſhall Reigne, and his Govern- 
ment ſhall be as a hiding place from the wind, and a Covert from 


dow of à great Rock m a weary Land. That then allo, the heart 
of the Rab all underſtand knowledge. From whenceit is clear, 
that Chriſts Government doth take away this implicite igno- 
rant Obedience; and therefore it is a groſſe inconſequence to 
ſay, becauſe the People know but in pars; that therefore che 
Govcramcnt will confirm them in ignorance. But he ſaycs 
the Government will force a Practiſe upon them without 
knowledge: | ſay, that be doch in this Calumnlate his Bre. 
chren 
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to ſtreugihen —— 7 and unruly aſſectlons of fore 
that hate all dettlement Onder. Nay, but the ' People re- 
ſolves their Conſcience in his Querie; Mheęther the Religi 
on he ſettled by Law or no? even now the fault was jn the 
Government, chat dt mould force them to praftite what th 
knew not; now che fault is in them that will not prattile ti 
they know chat which. is warrantable by Law; — can 
gather none other Argument but this: If the People doth too 
much re ſpett the Authority of ſhe State for the ſettling of 
Church⸗ over them; then no Government ſhould 
be ſettled by the State; but che People doth ſo : Ergo, Who 
will admit the Conſequence of the faſt Propoſition? and 

. nothing can be made of his 


iſcourſe. But he —— they do not onely ref] 
their Authority, but they are ſuperſtitiouſſy devoted to it. I 
Anſwer, Dum vitam ſiulti vitia in cumtraria currum, * 


alwayes in extreams;ʒ becauſe ſome extreamly affe& humane 
Lawes and Authority; will you therefore have no divine Or- 
dinances ſettled? and this follow; chat the Stats 
ought not to ſettle any Government, becauſe the People is too 
much devoted to their Authority? oy. vm nr wry het 
fo much the more carefull of their duties they nor 
rather to make uſe of their int-reſt in the Peo affect ions, 
to ſettle that Government which Chriſt doth require in his 
houſe'? A for the their error to reſpect man too much 
in divine Matters, muſt in due time be rectiſied; and this can 
be done more advantagiouſly when the Government which 
Chriſt hach appointed is ſettled, then when nothing is ſettled, 


but all is in Conſuſiom. | | 
ſy much ſalacie in all theſe 


wer commonly defired in the hands ef 
W —— erve that the hole 


vernment 
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vernment at all ſhould be ſenlel chen char which the Owen 
doch mention. For it the Peoples ignorance of che nature of 
Government, and their want of ſutableneſſe to be conform 
to Chriſts Deſcription of himſelfe, be-ſuflicient cauſes why 
Government ſhould be ſuſpended; chen not ontiy. the Go- 
vernment commonly detred, but all other Government 
whatſoever may be CR the ſame grounds; and 
perhaps the aimeis rather to hinder all, then that which is de · 
ſu ed: For the way of Reatoning doth not ſo much aime at 
the reſolution of the doubt propoſed, touching the Fitneſſe 
or Unfuneſſe of the Government common:ydeired, as to 
take off mens thoughts from the Necellity of any Govern- 
ment at all. Nor will ic ſerve his turn to ſay, that the General 
is made good onely, to the end that the Particular may be 
interced the more ſtrongly, For | ſay, except it be his opinion 
that No Government at all ſhould be ſettled in the Church, 
neicher in reſpe& ot God nor Man; ncither in Spiritual nor in 
Naturall Actions, which relate into the inward or outward 
ſtate of Souls :I ſay, except he be of this meaning, he ought 
not to haye ſhot beyond his mark ; and if he be of it, then 
he ought to have put his Querie in other terms. But if he means 
not to ſtrike at —— then he ſhould have been ſo 
ingenuous as to remove this ſtumbling block, which every 
one that reads with attention, his Diſcourſe will inſtantly 
meet withall, _ 

Thus I have done wich the ficſt. Mead; now I come to the 
Examination of the Second. 


Concerning the Second. 


In the Second Head, Arguments are taken from the Pra- 
Kiſeof Chriſt, of his Apoſtles, and of the Authors of the 
laſt Reformation, ö rat 

The generall Argument is this. 

That which Chriſt and his Apoſtles practiſed in their way 
of ſettling Church-Government, we ought to follow; and 
that which the firſt Reformers of Religion failed in, we ought 
to avoid: Bur Chriſt and his Apoſtles pratiſed a flow, and 
not a haſty way of ſettling Charch-Government : and the 
firſt Reformers failed in making too much haſt, therefore we 
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ought to follow a ſlow, and not 2 way of ſettling Church 
rant thi 14 that all — — inted 
nſwer to thiz is, egrant 
which it concludes in ſome ſenſe, it namely — — haſt 
be taken in a right ſenſe; that is, if by ſlowneſs, be meant not 
4 lingring, but a conſiderate delay; and by haſt, not an in- 
conſiderate, but a prudent ſpeed ; then the Cunclulion is 
true. And 1 ſuppoſe that hitherto this counſell hath been fol- 
lowed, and wil be followed by thoſe that are in place of Au- 
thority. But yet becauſe the premiſes according to his ſenſe 
are doubtfull, and may be mil-underſtood ; yea and cannot 
be rightly underſtood as they relate his ſcope; to make it 
therefore we muſt take them into Conſideration. | 
I ſay then, that the firſt Prepoſicion is to be granted with 
this limitation; namely, that we ought to w the Pra- 
Riſe of Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles, in chat wherein the Caſes 
are alike, and their Actions not extraordinary, but of an or- 
dinary nature and imitable. Now then if he can make it ap- 
peur, that in the ſettling of Church-Government, our Caſes 
and theirs are alike, and that their Actions were hot of an 
extraordinary nature, but imitable by Ls in all things; then 
he will ſay ſomething to the purpoſe, and may inferre that 
their ſlowneſſe and ours ought to be of the ſame extent, 
But then if we reflect upon the ſecond Propoſition, as it re- 
lates to his purpoſe in hand, and as he intends to apply ir. 1 
ſuppoſe that his ſenſe of ſlowneſſe and haſlineſſe, will not be 
applyable either to Chriſt and his 54 or to the firſt Re- 
fo 2 of — — boy times. ho the — which he 
ſeeks, is. a Dilato ingeri putring of, matters rea- 
die to be done: — the 1 — whereof be accuſes; the fiff 
Reformers of our Religion, igan inconſiderate Precipuation 
whereof I doubt they were not guilty. I ſuppoſe then he will 
be found in an error, either in. reſpect of the Caſes, ot in re- 
fpet of the Application of them tous. 5 44, 
hre Sections belong to this Axgument; the Thind;ſpeaks 
of Chtiſt: the Fourth, of 2 — the Fifth, ot. our 
laſt Reformers. | 
In the proceedings of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, he ſuppoſes 
there was a Dilatory e ſe.tling Church-Goyern- 
2 


ment, 


ment, which ] ſup 22 alltherein: and he con 
demns the hrſt Re rs for too much haſtinefſe, which I 
once nt hach ns reaſon to do: Let ur then conſider! the 


Particulars. _ a * I 36 4.3501 
8 , he would inſimuate that he did | 
in a Dll. tory flow way, by this Argument, applyed from his 


Pra iſe to us. | | | 
If Ch:iftdid not ſettle his Government by Miracle 
and oer a Pevple not entightned; then there is 0 | 
Neceſſity of ſettling it ſo ſoon as may be; according to tho 
deſire of ſome. But Chirſt ſett led not his Government by 
Miracle, nor over 4 — —— enlightned thereia: therefore 
there is no Morall Neceſlicy of ſettling it fo ſoon an may br, 
according to the deſire of ſome. 1.05 
: The Anfwer' is, that the Major Propoſition, is a Mu ſo- 
quitxr : For it is no conſequence. If Chr'| ſettled not his Go- 
yernment by Miracle: go, the ſettling thereof by . Ordina- 
ry Meam as ſoon as may be, is not neceſſary : for it was not 
pedient to be ſettled by Miracle, but by the Ordinary Mi- 
iftry of the Apoſtles and yet it appea rech to have been done 
as ſoon as could be without all Dilatory flownefſe. For the 
Prophets tell ue, chat the Settlement of the glory of the 
Church under the Goſpell, which could not be t to 
— es 9 —— Government therein, d 
c haffenedin its own time, al. 60. 22. and that the promiſe 
of dhe way wherein the Juſt ſhould live by Faith, ſhow!d not 
rarry, Hab. 2. 3,4. Now that which is ſaid to be haftined, and 
not delayed, cannot truly be ſaid to be ſlow: for nothing is 
properly flo which comes at his time appointed, to 
Bs this yet more apparant, viz. that Chriſt would ſettle as 
foon as could poſſible be, the Government of his Church: let 
us — you in 2 32. 4. wig of him, vis, Thu 
he (all not fatle, nor aped, rill be ſet judgement be the 
earth. This promiſe | 2 of two Things: Firſt, That 
Chriſt would not differ by. faint«hearredneſs, or want of 


5 


Ari ngth, rhe erecutiot of fie Work ; and con that 
he would not be flow in it. Secondly, That the iſſue of hin 
Work ſhould be to ſettle judgement in the Earth, which is the 
cffeQ of Chiitch-Govertmatent : whence we may directly con- 
a — clude, 


— 


ps ary — Ge in che ch, is 
of Primary and Morall without 
could n e d -Earch, which was 


be Anſwered dl concerilyg this 


example of Chriſt, 20 en way ith Miniſtry amongſt che 
0 that it was not his proper work in the fleſh, to ſet- 
Churcch- ee the Jews,then that 

his Fath ſettled ; but that he was to be to them a 


Miaiſter of the Cr cum̃e ion, to confirm the promiſes to the 
F. chert, Kors. 15. . And that the Change of Government 
was the proper work of che Spirit, by which Jews and Gen- 
tiles ſhould have one ac 750 to the Father, Ephe. 2. 1 . And 
therefore could not be donẽ᷑ till aſter his Reſurrection, when 
the Spirit was to be ſent — hy will ſuffice toſbew 
that it was primarily ne e eſtabliſh his Church- 
Government as (oon as could be in 2 * way of his 
Miniſtry z and if Chriſt — not ſow, but made all the ſpeed 
he could in his way; every one that is to have a hand 
under him in the AR apy; is to do che like ; and thereſore in this 
waſion of his, I do not conceive that Mr. Safe] is a 
ork · man We roved unto God, that neede th not to be aſla- 
med, or that this perſwaſion doth come from him who hath 
called bjm to the Miniftry. And belides this perſwaſion, 
whereof I think he ought to be aſhamed, ke doth alledge Mr. 
Coleman Opinion to confirm it in ſuch a way, as is very un- 
beſcem mips to him to do ʒ who being of a different 0 
from M. Coleman, not onely in that wherein he doch al 
+ him, to make it probable that Chriſt was ſlow, but alls in 
main and fundamentall Tenet of Eraſtu (whom Mr, Cat 
man followes ) 1 Power of the Civil M 
ſtrate in Church-Matters,which I ſuppoſe Mr Sab holds 
to be None at all and Mr. Co/emwnt „de Alli in all. Who 1 
„Nr inion from n yer ſeems to 
fnarch greedily at the Shadow of a paſſage in his Sermon, 
which is to hen an imaginary probability, not ſo much 
of a Dilatory flownels in Chriſt ſettling o Church-Go- 
vernment , as of the Unſettling of all Spirituall Govern- 


men's which Mc. Coleman aimsat, to make the Civill Magi- 
F3 ſtrate 


Government 
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ſtrate an abſolute Church-Oftcer. And by this al ſo it is clears 
that his Aimeis rather to raiſe then reſolve doubts. 

The fourth Section hath this Argument: If the Apoſtles 
in the{New Teſtament, ſettled no Goſpell· Government upon 
any, but upon ſuch as firſt were brought under Goſpell Obe- 
dience by the power of the Word and and Spirit, then no 

ſhould haſtily be ſettled in this 8 But 
the Antecedent is true: Ergo, the Conſequent alſo. a 
Now to make good the Conſequence of the Antecedent: 


he ſayes, if thouſands of Cong ations in-th's Kingdome, 
are not yet brought under Go 


Obedience by che power 
ofthe Word and Spirit; then the Goſpell· Government ought 
not to be ſettled haſtily in this Kingdome, but thouſands of 
Congregations are not brought under Goſpell · Obedience: 
Ergo, &c. | wm 1 
Here obſerve again, that his Argument runnes directly a- 
gainſt Goſpell- Government it ſelſe, and not againſt the ſup- 
ſed Government deſired, to be in the hands of the Mini- 
ers. 
But the Anſwer to the Argument is this: Although never 
ſo many Thouſands of Congregations are not yet broughe 
under Goſpell-Obedience ; y et it doth not follow, that ſuch 
asareb tunder that ience, ſhould not be allowed 
by the Magiſtrate to have that Government ſettled amongſt 
them, ſo farre as his Authority can advance it: and if he doth 
but give way to the Miniſters to ſet up Chriſts Government in 
his Houſe, and forthe outward manner of proceeding there- 
in, doth behave himſelf as a Patron of the Work; then he 
doth all that is required of him: But it ſeems Mr. Salim 
would diſſwade him from doing this: and why? Becauſe 
faith he, the Apoſtles ſettled not Goſpell- Government, till 
Goſpell- Obedience was wrought : Indeed this Argument 
may be applyed to Minifters in their Charges, when they have 
to deale with a People which doth not yet profeſſe the 
Chriſtian Religion. But it is not appliable to a Magiſtrate, 
who is ſet over a People profeſſing Chriſtianity. For the Ma- 
giſtrate being required, is bound in Conſcience to give way 
tothe Kingdomeof- Chriſt, and without delay to further the 
Government thereof ſo farre as he can, as ſoon as he is con- 


victed 
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vited of the Righteouſneſſe 4 Do not you think that 
Nebuchadnezzar and Darius did well in publiſhing their ac- 
knowledgement of the true God, and in commanding all 
their Subjects to fear and reverence him, Dan. 3. 29. & 6. 25. 
although cheir Subjects were not inſtructed to know him? 
And did not Artaxerxes well, in Authorizing Ezra to ſettle 
Government in the Church, Ezra 7, He ſhould then have con- 
ſidered, that the duty of the Civill Maigiſtrate in ſettling 
Church-Government, is quite another thing, chen that of the 
Miniſter, and he contrary to his Miniſteriall Duty, intending 
to diſſwade the Magiſtrate trom his Duty; doth alledge that 
which is proper onely to the Miniſter, and involves it with 
that which is proper to the Magiſtrate: thus a Spirit of Con- 
fufion doth as with a Whirle- wind- drive all bis thoughts to 
mixe di orderly and deceitſully things of a different nature 
together, to lead himſelfe aud others by ſome appearance of 

light, into the wayes of error. | 
And as for the Second Propolition, that there are Thou» 
ſands of Congregations, which are not yet brought under 
Goſpell-Obedience by the Word and Spirit, how farre this is 
true I know not; but dun: 493 that he mag be miſtaken in 
ſome fort herein alſo; not Iintend to leſſemth: opinion 
of great want of knowledge in many n 3 but 
I ſuppoſe he means by Goſpell-Obedience, ſomerhing which 
— Ido not condemn him for ſeekimg after ; but yet can- 
not think it ſoabſolutely neceſſary, that before all manner 
of Government be ſettled any way, it maſt be had in ſuch a 
way as he doth imagine; and till that be ſo had, all that o- 
therwiſe know Cluiſt, ſhould be counted as Heathens and 
Unbelivers. That which I would ſay, is this: It is true that 
the Doctrine and the Convidtion of the Spirit, muſt go before 
the ſettling of Government in a Miniſteriall way, that every 
one who is to be governed by the Goſpell, may out of Con- 
ſcience free willingly ſubmit himſelſe, as it is promi- 
ſed ix ſhall be in che day of Chriſts power, Pſal. 110. 3. But 
yet it is as true, that the many thouſands of Congregations 
in this me cannot be counted fo ignorant; and fo 
whey te of the Spirit, that they ſhould be utterly in- 
c of all Goſpell- Government. It is well known, — 
| . 


(40). 
they all know Chriſt by name, and that there is no Saviewr 
beſides him, and that upon this ground they offer” themſelves 
to be his Subjects, and at Lali the out wurd profeſſion, 
to 1 his, Ordinances and Government, Now if this 
much Goſpell· Obedience be not ſome common fruit of the 
word &ofth e Spirit, lerould fain know of him, whence it doth 
proceed ? Can ãny man ſay wich any meaſure of conviction 
and knowledge, that Jeſijs is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt? 
1 Cor. 12,3. And how is the Spirit effeduall in us is i not 

the heating of Faith, Gal.'3- 2. and if the word'of Faith, ani 

the work of the Spirit, be but in che meaneſt degree effecteua ll 
to work this knowledge and Conviction: if it be but as a grain 
of Muſtard - ſeed, to bring à poor ſoul to offer it ſelſe unto 
Chri 15 Fog bim{ordy 3 darehe reject it from — inan- 
ces o Government belonging to his Miniſtry? And if 
he ſtould becalled to a hole Flock of ſuch ſouls, chat de- 
fire to he under Chriſts Government, although they know not 
diſtincly what the nature and grounds of it are; ſhould he 
dare to caſt them off? Truly 1 not dare to do ſo, leſt 
I ſhould offend not onely one of the little ones, but whole 
| flocks thereof. What do I ay then? is the Government of the 
Cengr to be ſet up without preparation? ſhould all in the 
egation be promiſcuoufly admitted to all Ordinances? 
15 Koe, but fuck as have a Fundamentall knowledge of 
Tock which is according to Godlineſſe; and being Un- 
le in their lives, ob! 1 profeſſedly to walk 
Nan ods wayes chat ſhall he made ae re, them: ſuch, 
1 1 F- 2 to be inſtrutted Kapur may 
not be ik, pn or caſt Ooty rage idgement and 
re wry ns Ae e to the 
yigh By Arup! ou have wchiog after tryall 
See teten Fo I (uppofe that God doth allot to 


egree of Col O 2 proportionable degree 
of G A Goverment of 

the comp iſon of er din I admit of 
1 ay, ole icy be fo Fr Tere ſaid —.— 
ſhould be) Government to Ti 
chile ha , will withopt noiſe of rhe Ae ar Hammer, her- 
of he ſpea 5 fit chem 


due time to their own plates in the 
build - 
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ilding. Now I am ſure all is in aconfultd beap,and it is not 
well chat matters can be worſe then they are, except 
all hopes and endeavours of advancing a Reformation be ta - 
ken away: nor is it the ignorant mukitude that cauſerh the 
noiſcof the Axe or Hammer, but it is the wiltull Diſputant 
that drelines all Governmer t, and would have nothing ſet- 
tled, that he may not be under any Relation, but ſuch as he 
himſelf ſball ſer up, or caſt down as he pleaſeth. 

The Fifth Settiow takes an Argument from Experience, as is 


1 z | | 
hat which in former times made the Reformation take 
little root, ſave in the outward and ſormall Obedience, is not 


now to be practiſed: but the Settlement of Govern- 

ment upon the Nation — ö of the State, without 
the power of the Word, did chis: Ergo, this is not to be Pra- 
Aled. 


] Anſwer, that ſuch fpeed is not made in the Settlement of 
Government, that it ſhould proceed from the power of the 
State, rather then from the Words becauſe a courfe is taken 
that all matters (hall be fully debated, and determined accor- 
außen the Rule of the Word, before the of the Stare 
doth mceddle therewith ; and then when the State doth order 
any thing to hePraftiſed, it is ſettled not as a Law of Men. 
n to the Docti ine, and by the Direction of che 
W 

In former time, when this Nation came ficſt out of Pope- 
ry, the Word was not plentifully known, the Viſion was pre- 
eious in thoſe dayes; and there was none that had power but 
the State tu ſettle any Government 3 and if the State had not 
done it, it is not likely that we ſhould have had at this time 
any Church at all. a 

Thus you ſee that our preſent Cafe, and that of former 
times, are different ; and that the Matter which he layes to 
the Charge of our firſt Reformers, is miſtaken. 

Hitherta he hath played the Divine, drawing Arguments 
from matters of Religion, and how rationally he bath done 
this to my af pechenon, I have declared: in his following 
Secam, he pla yes the Polititian, drawing Arguments from 
mau ers of State, and how wiſely he doth this to my appce- 

G henlion, 
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henſon, in like manner I will let you know. Nor will I here 
inſiſt to examine all after a © ry we way, to ſee how ex- 
aAly he proves his Conclufion : For in matters of State it is 
the medium of Prudency ( which here he pretends unto) 
which muſt give the Concution ; therefore we will not expect 
Demonſtrations, but juſt and well grounded Allegations and 
Probabilities. ä 
Firſt then, His 8th. and gth. Seftiors:( which 1 have made 
the third Generall Head of his Diſcourſe ſpeaks of our New 
- Clergie (as he is pleaſed to call them) andendeavours to 
make the State jealous of them. | 
In the Sth. Section, he ſayes, he has not yet any experiment: 
of the New Clergy; he fears that they may incline too much 
to the Epiſcopall way: becauſe many are branches of the old 
Stock; Ergo, it is not ſafe to truſt Power into their hands too 
farre. f 
I Anſwer, that nothing is ſo difficult to Conquer; as State- 
Jealouſies, when Men make it a Principle of State Prudencie 
to be fearſull: what then is imagined whether true or falſe, 
chat is to corrupt worldly Wiſdome, a fufficient ground of Re- 
ſolution to tałe a courſe to prevent it by any thing that will. 
do the turn, whether juſt or no. No in true Chriſtian Pru- 
dencie this is not law full; for Charity doth not — 
evill, 1 Cor'13. 5. and evill ſurniſt ings are fruits of the fleſh, 
and follow upon ſuch Controverlics as theſe times produre, 
1 Tim, 6.4. whereunto I would be ſorry that any body ſhould 
tco deep ly engage himſelf ; therefore when he (hall have con- 
{idercd the way wherein he ſets himſelf, better then hitherto 
lie hath dune; I hope he will ſer that it doth not become a 
Miniſter of the Goſpell, to fortihe this corrupt Principle of 
State in the hearts of States- men; chiefly againſt the Miniſtry, 
tu hinder them in the exerciſe of their Miniſteriall Chargc. 
If the Aime of hindering a Settlement of Church-Govern - 
ment, be not ( as I conceive it is not) lawſull, then I muſt 
take leave to tell him; that it is not ſafe for him who is a Mi- 
niter of the Goſpell, to ſtrengthen the hands of @morldly 
Men, to croſs the wayes of true Government in Chriſtianity, 
by giving to them ſiniſter impreſſions of his Brethren. 1 
id that the Chriſtian Wiſdome of the State, hath Prudent- 


ly 
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ly without any ſuch ee grounds of evill ſucmiling 
Policic, (ecurcd it ſelfe from the danger which he dath repre- 
ſent unto them. For the Covenant doth oblige all Minitters 
to whom any power of Government is committed, to abjure 
that inclination to Epilcopacy, which he ſuſpects in his Bre- 
tchren : except then he will be ſo Uncharitable, as to ſuſpect 
them of Per urie as well as of Ambition; he has no juſt cauic 
to be ſo worldly wile, as to to perſwade States- men to violate 
the Tenor of their Covenant in one thing, to prevent the 
breach of it in another. 1 

The ninth Section dra wes deeper, and ſpeaks plainer: He 
tells us, that Experience ſhews the remainders of Prelacy in ma- 
wy ; that ſome ſtrive for Pre- emine ncie, as the two Brethren did; 
that the hatteſt Controver ſie is far Power, that this diſcerns diſ- 
poſit ons. Hence he draws two Politic Concluſions, i That it is 
rot good to part with the Stakes, till the quarrel! be ended. 2. Nor 
to give one of the Parties 9 A think, is ſelſe in uried, if all Po. 
wer ſhould be given to the other. 

I Anſwer, if he will ſtay to ſettle all Government till there 
be no ambitious and aſpiring thoughts in ſome of the Mini- 
ſter ie, he (ball never ſettle any in our Age, nor perhaps in the 
following; and what although there are ſome who ſtrive as 
the two Brethren did for Pre eminency ; is it therefore ex pe- 
dient, that the State ſhould not ſuffer any Miniſter to have the 
juſt power of Governmeut belonging to his Charge? This Po- 
licie is too protound. 

Indeed if he had alledged (ome Experiments of the Govern- 
ment which he diſſwades, to ſhe that where it bath been ſet 
up, {.nce the beginning of the Reformation in Europe, it hath 
incroached upon the juſt Power of any State: or if he had 
ſhewed that the Fundam ntall Conſtitutions and Properties 
thereof, are deſtructive to Civill Jurisdiction, as may be made 
goodof other wayes of Church- Government; ( 1 470 il he 
had been able to alledge and ſhew any of theſe things, then 
indeed he had ſaid ſomething for Caution worth the hearing: 
but if the contrary, of this may be made. ayparant; aame- 
ly that the deſired Government (if righily ſettled) is fo farre 
Com iring to that Power which belongeth to the State; 
that to keep all aſpiring Spiriis . awe, by the Curb of an 
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Authoritative equality, . all Anarchicall Spirits 
in Order without prejudice to Chriſtian Liberty; there is no- 
thing in this World ſo fr, as that very way of Government, 
which is ſued for: then ſurely heis very injurioully Policic in 
— and catitions; but I ſuppoſe this may be 
made apparant very eaſily, therefore I excaſe him not from 
injurie. | | 
But I beſcech you, what is the Power ſued for by the Mi- 
nifters here? Whether is it a State Power, or © Spiritual and 
Congregationall Power? if it be none other then that which 
all the Congregationall Church-Governours challenge to 
themſelves by Divine Right; why is it made a matter of grea 4 
ter jealouſie in thete Minifters then in Others? is not the ſame 
Power as dangerous in the one Partie as in the other? what 
aſſurance can He or the Congregationall Church-Governours 
give, that they ſhall not abuſe their Power fo much as the o- 
thers will do, ſeeing they will ſtand in all Church-Matters by 
themſelves alone, and not acknowledge any Eccleſtaſticall 
Judicature over them in doubtfull Caſes 3 and I doubt they 
will not make the Civill Magiſtrate an abſolute judge In 
Church- Matters? what aſſurance then can they give, that they 
ſhall not abuſe their Authority? how ſhall the Subject be re- 
lieved from his grievances, it he be wronged by his Congre · 
gationall Brechren in his right to the Ordinances of Chriſt, 
or under a Religious pretence in ſome matter relating to his 
comfort, or his good name? He hath no competent Judge, 
but thoſe that have wronged him: Now the Presbyterian 
vernment doth yet admitof Appeals to another ſudicature: 
viz. a Claſſis, or a Synod, And whatſoever Mr. Salt marſb may 
apprehend inthe depth of his Politicall Jealoufre, I weigh it 
not; but I am very confident, that the New Reformers nevei 
thought of that which he layes to their Charge here; namely, 
thas they deſire a ſhare of State- Power to be committed to their 
hands, and that they have a quartell about this matter with 
the State, is a hainous Accuſation. But whiles he endeavours 
to caſtthis aſpertion upon others, he doth manifeftly accuſe 
himſclfe, and involves thoſe for whom he pleads to be really 
guiley, even of that whereof he injaſtly accuſes the Reforming 
Miniſters : elſe how can he pretend on their behal fe, that they 


have 


of 

| havearighttothisPoweras ©, LOR and that they wil 
chink themſelves injured it not given? if othiers have ho righr 
to this Power, why ſhould they for whom he pleads pretend 
to it? and if they may think it an in{urie to be deprived of it, 
then they clearly ſuppoſe, and he grants it that ic is their due; 
and it ſo, why may not others as well as they pretend unto it ? 
Here then in this Cale, you may perceive that he mak: s him- 
ſelf and thoſe that he pleads for, pretenders ro that which 
he allows not in others; and by his own confeſſion herein, 
they and he have more of the Prelatical Ambition then can be 
ſhewed in any Miniſter that he knows, He ſay es wel, that it is to 
be teared there is too much of Man in thefe Conteſtations ; 
for this Spirit which is now in him,doth covet to envie;For he 
would have Power denyed to the Party he affects not, not ſo 
much becauſe it is not due to them; but becauſc he would not 
have them to have it, when it is not likely that he himſelf can 
obtain it; therefore he pleads, that no Power at all may be 
rmitted to any, to ſettle any Church- Government at all. 
or which I ſuppoſe, none of the Churches of God, whether 
of the one or other way, have cauſe to give him thanks: The 
Papiſts who watch for our Diſſolution, and Libertines whoſe 

part he Acts, will thank him. N hs 

I have done with his ficſt point of Policy, which is to ſtirre 
up jealouſics againſt the New Clergie. The Second Point is 
Intereſt, which is to- fold to Power and in Perfons : the In- 
tereſt to Power, hathtwo Conſiderations in his Diſcourſe; 
the one is in 7th. the otherin the 10th Section. 

His ſevemh Section tells the State, that there is danger in er- 
ring, if it ſuddcnly involve ic ſelf into the deſignes of Eccle- 
ſtaſticall Power; he ſayes, there is no danger in the not ſud- 
den incorporating the two Powers; becauſe Moſer is not 
alive to bring the Pattern from the Mount, and a new Star 
may ariſe which yet appears not. 

I Anſwer ; his Policy leads him here to be a Sceptick in Re- 
ligion.; For he Reaſons thus; ſomething may hereafter de 
diſcovered, which ſhall be better then what is now offered: 
therefore what we now allow, is not to be made uſe of. May 
not I ſay as well ſome New Truth may be diſcovered ; Erpo, 
I will not profeſſe what I now ow ? ſome Star may 10 — 
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leſſe then what the Jews Tradition ſayes Elia will come. His 
ground is not ſo ſure as theirs, he tells us onely doub 
that he may come ; and then would make this a warrantable 

round to ſuſpend the Settlement of an allowed Government. 
And is there any Reaſon in this? But what if no new Star a- 
rife ? what If cheſe Conſuſiens grow greater, and become ha- 
bituall ? will not :ben this Policy prove folly ? the ſilly Pro- 
verb might inſtruct him, that it is better to have half a Cake, 
then no Bread. But then he ſayes, there is no great danger in 
the not ſudden incorporating of two Powers: he takes it a; 
granted, that the two Powers ſhould be incorporated, but that 
is but his fancie,and neither true Divinity ri6r good State Pru- 
dency : the thing he aims at, is a Delay; but I may tell him, 
that wiſer States-Men then either He or I, wil ſay, Noruit dif- 
ferre paratis, thoſe that are ready looſe by delayes: and ſee. 
ing in all this, he ſpeaks a language which 1 never heard be- 
fore in any Reformed Miniſters mouth, ſpeaking of the Re- 
Formed Miniftry ; therefore I muſt again obſerve that his mea. 
ning is to grant, that both Powers may be in one hand; and 
that the Eccleſiaſticall may have Defignes, and be abuſtd to 
break the Civill Power. I confeſſe, that if the Powers be as ke 
calls them incorporated, they may be abuſed, whether they 
be in the hand of the Civill or Eccleſiaſticall Miniſter : bur if 
they be kept diſtin in Adminiſtration, as they are in nature, 
dead in Authority as they are ſin vertue, and mu- 
tually ſubordinate to each other in Fundamental! Conſtitu- 
tions, as they are in their Ends; then all this fear will vaniſh: 
For this being granted, and Matters thus ſettled, the Eccle a- 
ſticall can have no deſign upon the Civill ; but as long as he 
grants the incorporating ot bath into one and the ſame band, 
he will never avoid this. True it is, the Papall and Prelaticall 
State doth incorporate both ; but if he can ſhew herein the 
Reformer do it, he ſhould have done well to have laid it o- 
pen, and ſuggeſted a beiter Remedy then the Diſſolution of 
all Government, which is ſo farre from a Remedy, that it is 
worſt of all Diſeaſes; and truly it is clear in this his Diſecurſe, 
and perhaps in his whole way that he practiſes for his own 
pare, the mixture of Politicall and Ecclefiaſtiall defigns, to 
make his Pen ſerve Mens turns, which how he will anſwer to 
God 


. > 
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God one day, I would wiſh him to conſider ſadly if I knew 
] * ' ' 


The tenth Seſtion, ſhews that there ought to be ſome Pro- 
port ion in the two Powers, and ſome Compliance; ſo chat 
the efabliſhing of the one, doth draw with it ſome motions 
in the other. He tells us, that it is hazardous to diſ-intereſt 
any in the Civill part, he doth alledge France for an example, 
&c. | 

All this is rather againſt his main Conclufion, then for it: 
For if there (hould be a Proportion and Compliance in both 
Powers; then he muſt allow the Church-Government at leaſt 
fo much Settlement, as he doth the Civill, except he will poſt- 
poſe the Kingdome of Heaven to the State of the World ; and- 
if be thinks it fit, that the Eccleſiaſticall State ſnould be Unſet- 
tled, it may upon his —— be rationally inferred, that in 
ſome proportion he thinks it fit, that the Civill alſo ſhould be 
wholly Unſettledʒ and how juſtly this may be intended by any 
that have ſworn to God to endeavour the Union and Settle- 
ment of the Kingdoms in Peace, I will not now debate. But 
all this tends in his Aime, to make way forthe following and 
laſt Seftion ; wherein he recommends the Intereſt of the diſſen- 
ting Brethren to the State, and gives advice to ſuſpend the ſet- 
tlement of Government ſo, as not to determine too ſuddenly 
into Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, in hope that their affections 
and judge ments may be drawne to Unity; ' whereof in the 
Cloſe he would give us ſome Sonjecture of poſſibility» . 

This I do not at all diſſike, but rather approve, that if any 
thing ſhould move and perſwade to any delay of Settlement 
in Government, it ſhould be the Hope of Union betwixt the 
Reformers and their diſſent ing Brethren; and becauſe this is 
now under tryall; how'farre the Unity of diffenting Partics 
in the Aſſembly may be gained; therefore I think it very Ra- 
tionall and Anfwerable to the Counſeils of Peace, chat no- 
thing be ſettled in that matter wherein the difference is, till a 
full triall be made of the Means of Compoſing the ſame > yer 
to delay the Settlement of other Matters wherein there is no 
difference at all, is no point of Wiſdome, except it be thought 
wiſdome to gratifie the deſignes of Papifis, and hopes of Li- 


bertines : Nor is it Juſtice to reſuſe the Settlement of a Go- 
Vernmens. 


- 
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verament allowed, land Voted by the State ta thoſe that de- 
ſire to be under it, becauſe there are ſome of a different way 
that deelige is : Shall all be kept in ſuſpenes auc in diſorder, 
becauſe either there is no agreement in ſome. few things, or 
becauſe ſome few decline all manner of Governinett ? the 
Phit.3.16, Apoſtles caunſell is, That ſo farre at we are come, we ſhould 


the wall, we fumble at noon · day as vight, and while 
we look for Judgement there is none, and for ſalvation it is 
farre from us · The Lord be merciſull to Us, and teach us tua 
krengthen the things which Remain, which are ready to die 
for our Works are not found perſect wich our God. The Lord 
deliver us from the Line of Confuſion, which ſeemeth to be 
222 pon u, and heal our Breaches for Chriſt hie 


all ſtrangers by nature, therefore we gran blind Men for 
and 


of 
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the Third 
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Wu 


1 Have done with the Two former Heads of this Diſcourſe, 
which ip the Introduction 1 did pr op i unto wy ſelſe to 


© 7 


handle: the Third remaines, ſhall endeavour to be 
exceedi briefe : for you have ſeen the Poſitive Deciſion of 
the Queſtion in the Firſt Part; wherein the Neceſſity of ſet- 
Ling ſome Church-Goverament among Chriſtians in a Go- 
ſpell-way, is made no leſſe to me then Demonſtratite: and 
have ſeen the Anſwer to the Negative Deciſion of the 
Queſtion, in the Second Part, wherein the Sophiſtry of the 
contrary Arguments, and the deceitfulneſſe of that perſwa- 
fion hath been laid open wich all meckneſſe and without par- 
tiality. Hou if inthe Thin lace I ſhould 5 de- 
to ſt upon che attcr, a word of Advice to 
—.— the. increaſe of hich are like co come upon 
us, if Mr. Sal: his ſi ns cake place: I muſt ſirſt 
giveyou a Prognoftick of che Evils which Rogynhend may 
enſuc th aud then . what may be adviſea ble 
to prevent the ĩnereaſe, or the iſſue of the ſame. 
The Prognoftick is this; That if the Magiſtrace of this place, 
who doth proſeſſe the name of Chriſt, and by that profeſſion 
is obliged in his place too Chriſt in his Ordinances, will 
not appear for the Settlement and Countenancing of the 
ſame Anal ; that he ball. be unſettled and caſt out of 
his Power and Place with utter ce; and if the Mini- 


ſters, who pretend to adminiſter uphold the Ordinances 


of Chriſts Houſe amongſt the Proſeſſort of his name, will not 
keep the Charge of his Houſe according to his Word, with - 
out partialicy for ſelf. ends, and without the affeſtation of 
rldly power to conſtrain Men that are not in their way, 
fit uato their wils; they "4g ſhall be unſettled, and all 
N man- 
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manner of contempt and He ſhall be powred out upon 
them. A N $A... 5 4 * e v ©. At, e fart 
Magiſtractyy ang of ca all-ructoungations. of all 
bse eee Fi be removed from ee Na- 
anges and the Diſtreſſes thereof will be re- 


tion, and the 
— be remo- 
e,prevent the ſame 
fore-ſeen. 


me dileſſe and endleſly, till . 
ved, except God in 
by ſome way which as yet cannot be 
By this Prognoſtick, I pretend not. to mage ANY Spirit of 
thi 


Prophelie, which is more flien ofditary; for this thing is 
Demonſtrable fror he eh ef Goal Wememt, in pliguſh- . 
ing che finnes of Magiſtratet ina Mtnfftetg of als 5 ind; and 
from the ſtate of r ſath a Cbndition. 

The way of G ee is evident, in that which 


was done to the Houſe of Eli, 1 Sam. 2. Verf. 27. till the end 
where theReafon*bf cutting off with utter diſgrace the 
Houſe of Eli, front the place which it had in the Govern- 
ment of Gods People, is alledgred to be this; that rhey'mind- 
ed their own Inteteſt to make themſelves fat with the good 
things of Gods People, rather then to diſcharge the dut 
which was committed by God utito their truſt; for which 
cauſeic is threatned that they ſhould be deprived of their 
Charge, and beeome eohtemprible, becauſe the Juſtice of 
God diddetetttiine; that ſuch as Honoured him, God would 
Honour, and ſuch as deſpiſed him, ſhould be lightly eſteem- 
ed, ibid. verſ. 30. from whence we may infallibly conclude, 
that if the Magiſtrates and Miniſters of this Nation mind 
themiſelves; and cheir own Mbridly Intereſts, more then the 
traſt committed unto chet by God in their places, chat they 
{hall certainly be puniſhed as Eliũ and his Houſe was: and] 
beſeech the Lord, that as in the execution of this Judgement 
upon the Houſe of E/;,he fuffered his Ark (the glory of Iſrael) , 
tobe in the hands. of the Fhiliſtims; fo the [PirituallPhi-' 
liſtims af tilis Church and State, may not Have the ſame ad- 
vantage againſt us to triumph over our Glory, which is the 
Vilible abbolding of his Goſpell-Ordinances in the puritie 
thereof, This Prognoſtick then is very certain, and eafie to 
he made by any that layes Gods wuycs to heart,” x 
Ile has, £9 % l n ” 1281 . 3 


WT 1 
As for the other ground 2 che latter Pact oſ air V- 
noſtick, relating to the Miſery of a People unliur ſuctr o 
zernouts; it is clear in the view of all Tntlonil Men, chat. 
can look er a Peoplerwittions'a Magittacy ant ant. 
ſtryz what their State'tan her ſor it bs: certain that] all dhe! 
foundations of Civill and Chareh-Governmenty being re- 
moved, they will either remain without all Government in 
an Anarchicall ſtate, wherein every one will * 
into the hand of his 2 to be oppreſſed and debou- 
red as the Fiſhes of the Sea devonr one another; or tele 
( which will be a kind of Mercy) they will be brought un- 
der ihe Arbitrary power of ſome Party that will be moſt Po- 
tent and able to over rule all the reſt, by whoſe means God 
(it hehath any favour in ſtore towards the Nauon ) happi- 
ly may produce ſome Settlement which Will fret us from the 
contunon of an Anarchy, till his Judgements in ſome other 
way be exccuted upon us. Denn La zin l xd 
Thus you have my Prognoftick, and the grounds thereof. 
in caſe Me. Salim hs Suggeſtions take plate, whithilixnoc- 
unlikobychey may, iu rei pect of the wild frame whertinto 
God luſfers Mens Spit its to runne mm] adayes, and in fr ſpoct 
that the Reins af Govemment begin to be looſened !every 
where, and becauſe I believe that Mr. S at/maſþ hath not ſhot 
theſe Arrows againſtall Settlement of Government, ſu mach 
out of his'bwn private Quiver;/aii oiid of © the; Sahel and 
Counſeli of a Parryyrowhich dock ſtrongly, Ach bx. 
thoſe Principles ( vhetewithi they have prompttd him, and 
to vent uhich they make uſe onely of his Peni) td wards! gur 
utter Unſcttlement; hy a. Method / of iencichilntſſe c hich, 
upon:thowhimſicall hu nourt . of this Age] may; 
valer to diiſtunboal bot herireſolutiblia and attempts ph A 
— — cnn - ere 00 0 N 2 
4 ta malte © ice, to pfetnt the 
increaſe, or to divert thoſmall idue ai Se gl de 
it as bid as 4 ca; edu | darth U wanma ger: 
beyobl my link. enu⁰õοẽtůa griiliw 251) g b¹j,u Huh 0 
To praxent: — reſente. emeſts : in 
Charch.Gorernlehc; che base 8 — 
2 Wer 


power from the Civill waited to preſſe all the Fanctions 
of the Aſſembly of Divines, without any abatement upon 
all che Corigregations of the Nation, ſo chat none be 


ſuffered to have any Religious liberty of p the Go- 
— publique, that come not under this Rule 7 way cf 
formity, which ſeems to be the clear Deſign of our Bre- 


ehren of Scotland, and uf that Party which in the Houſt, and 
in the Alſembly of Divines, doch go along with them: I ſay, 
that this is nat, and will not be the way of Settlement 3 be- 


not from. a pure zeal to Religion, but involves a Seate-{nte- 
Houls Intuit tocarry along wich it, 


Churches which are to be ruled by 


Conſcience, but dy the Laws and Orden 
[ ccount, that the Mem- 
t-conftainegire them. 
g to chat of I ſal. 110. 3. * 
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of thy power they ſhall be 84855 in the beautics of Holineſs 8 
— 4 ＋ then ſoever is taken, which doth not work the 
Profeſſors to a willingneſs to come under the power of Chriſt 
in the beauties of Holineſs, is not that which will be effectu- 
all to bring about a Settlement. Su that it is neither by the 
power inthe hands of the Miniſters, nor in the hands of the 
Magiſtrates that will do the Work ; but it muſt be by a clear 
and gentle leading of Mens Spirits, to come willingly under 
the Yoke of Chrilt ; and except the Godly Miniſters can a- 
gree amongſt themſelves, to hold forth the Duties ofthe Pro- 
feſſion, and the Rules of Di.cipline, as they are in the Word 
evidently ſet forth, and leave of Conteſting about the Out- 
ward Circumſtantials and Prudential! way of acting, to per- 
mit a latitude to each other, and conſent to a mutuall for- 
bearance therein; and ſo upon the account of Charity make 
up the differences, and mind the ſame thing one towards a- 
nother, and joyntly deſire the Countenance of the Magi - 
ſtrate, by way of his approbation onely, and not by way of 
Delegate Power to conſtrain others unto their way; except 
I ay, the Godly Miniſters amongſt themielves can thus ac- 
commodatetheir Matters, the Unſettlement of the Govern- 
ment will never be prevented; and if there can be no agree- 
ment of this nature procured amongſt the Miniſters them 
ſelves, without the Politic actings of States- men, who have 
alwaies ſome w rldly Deſigns to Byas their Reſolutions 3 
the ifſae of the Unſettlement, will either be a total Diſſolu- 
tion of all the bonds and tyes of Church-fellowſhip among 
the Profeſſors, or the opening of a door to all Adverſaries to 
break in upon their Societies, and to all licentiouſneſi, to 
break forth amongſt themſelves without controle, the ifſue 
whereof will be the utter contempt of all Miniftry and Or- 
dinances; and therewith the breaking in of all damnable 
Hereſies, which will make way for the increaſe of —— 
cf [dolatry, of Popery, of Atheiſme, and of all Blaſphemous 
abominationss _ 1 
Now i abril, can be found amongſt the Minifters 
themſelves, to prevent the Unſettlement from whence theſe 
evik will certainly ſpring up, 10 which is the onely ts 
3 that 
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54 
chat I can g've in this preſent Caſe ) then to divert the ifſue 
which theſe evils will produce unto the Nation, I know none 
other Remedie, but that the Civill Magiſtratę ſhould by way 
of fore-!{i$hr, eſtabliſh Morall Laws to repreſs groſſe dillo- 
juteneſs of life by corporall puniſhments, to reſtrain open 
prophaneſs in violating the Lords Day, to inhib't ſuperſti- 
tious and Popiſh Ritts in the Publique Worſhip, to puniſh the 
Au:hors and Publiſhers of Blafphemous and Atheilticall Te- 
ncts, which fret as a Gangrene,and lead the Unſettled minds 
of ignorant people to all Uncleanneſſe and Impiety, to all 
Brutiſh Senſuality and deſperate Courſes in wickedueſſe, 
which in the end will bring the Nation to utter Ruine, if 
God doth not in mercy prevent the current of theſe evils, by 
wakening the Spirits of Magiſtrates unto Righteouſneſle, 


beg MW 
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ohing of the Gofpell, may be diverted by the Power and 
Authority of Humane Eawes, and Bodily puniſhments over 
thoſe that are diſobedient, not fo much to the perſwaſians 
of Religion (which cannot be propagated by Humane Po- 
wer) but to the Diftatts of Reaſon: tor although ho out- 
ward conſtraint can make Men Vertuous, yet an outward 
reſtrait may keep them from being ſo vitions, as to deſtroy 
the ſafety and well-being of Humane Socictics, which Ci- 
vill Magiſtrates are bound to procure,, . * 8 
This is che Advice hic at preſent Lam able 't5 give 
upon the whole Matter; I ſhalk leave it with you, and with 
ſuch as you ſtall think fir to impart it unto to peruſe, or to 
make what other uſe thereof as you ſhall ſee cauſe; for in 
theſe and all other things of this nature, you knw; chat you, 
have power to diſpoſe, falle Edificatioh' bf, the SA $, and | 
the publique god of Mati-kind, of all che ddeavotiry ., 
Tour faithſull and afeftionate Friend 
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A Letter ente writien by Mr. Dury to Captain Coyſh, wherein 
he opens himſe lfe concerning the Magiſtrates Duty, as a Chri- 
ſtian in advancing Church-Government as it is Nationall- 

SIR, 
[| Rejoyce greatly to ſee the fram of your Spirit fo Anſwer- 
able to the Rules of our Holy Profeſſion : Mr. Hirtlib hath 
acquainted me with the real effects of your. Godly zeal to- 
wards the Publique Good, and every good Work, for which 
you are much to be commended, and og your behalt, ſuch as 
know You ( conſidering how few there are of ſuch a temper 
now adayes ) ought to give thanks unto God for your for- 
wardneſſe, to further the Means which may be uſctul to ad- 


Terre 


CLINAION, i haykt Walchya entertain, to further tis 


wayes bt Peace, among the diſtracted Churches of this Land, 
are not the leaſt commendable; would to God wecould tind 
many of your temper, who have ſome intereſt and influence 
upon the Churches: hut the Truth is, that none are now re- 
garded, but ſuch as follow particular Intereſt, and make it their 
work to bring Fuell to the Fire which doth conſume us, by 
matters of complaint or reproach caſt upon their Neighbours; 
all ſides in every thing ſtriving for victory, none for gaining 
others in the manifeſtation of Truth, through love and for- 
bearance. | 

The Aime which you have in the Diſcourſe, which Mr. Hart- 
{ib hath ſent me, is exceeding good; although 1 had ſome dit- 
ficulty to reatl your Hand, yet I made a fift to underſtand 
your meaning; and I (ball willingly give my approbation to 
your Propoſals, if we can find out tae way to obtain the effect 
thereof, which I conceive ta be an Unblamable Freedom in 
{ome matters of Difference, which are Extrafundamentall, 
grounded upon a reall acknowledgement ot an Agreement in 
all matters which are Fundamentall. You have ſet down the 
Heads ot things, which you judge Fundamental and neceſſary 
for ſalvation to be believed, and Overtures concerning Duties 
of Forbearance in ſome doubtfull Practues which occation 
much debate amongſt thoſe that love to abound. in their own 
ſenſe; and concerning che obſervance of ſome W 

u- 


Duties ncceſſary for mutuall Editication 3 in all which I ſhall 
not contradi& any thing for mine own part of that which you 
offer; but when ] conſider the poſlibility of effecting that which 
ycu intend thereby ; I muſt conſeſſe Iam ſomewhat in the 
dark how it can be brought to paſſe, For before you can pe- 
tition the Supream Magiſtrate, I ſuppoſe you muſt have Hands 
in ſome Com t Meaſure ſubſcribing to this Motion: how 
to get theſe Hande will be no ſmall difficulty, for to deal wich 
the Head of each ſeverall Party, will not onely be longſome, 
but I am afraid ineffectuall: and ſuppoſe you have gotten the 
conſent of many to this Motion, yet how far the States · men 
will limit the wayes of Church Government, and make them 
ſubordinate unto the Civill Power, is no ſmall doubt. There 
be many that look upon — with a worldly eye, and fear 
the Agreement of Divines and of Churches in ſpiritual Mat- 
ters; what Conſiderations they wil have concerning ſuch Pro 
poſals as theſe, may be gueſſed at, but not certainly tore told: 
but let us ſuppoſe, that thoſe who fit at the Helme tor the Go- 
vernment of the State, are really deſirouathat the Differences 
of Divines ſhould be Gompoſed; and that the Churches ſhould 
have a Liberty to order their Matters within themſelves ; then 
ſtill the doubt will remain, Whether or No they will agree, 
that this, or ſuch a like Form, as you propoſe ſhould Authori- 
tatively be ſettled ? For if they ſhould by a Civil Sanction, or 
a Declaration from both Houſes, enjoyn any thing in this 
kind, it muſt come into debate — them, and what the 
Reſult of their debates of this nature hath been hitherto, is 
known; forit is evident, that one Party in the Houſe, hath 
alwaies driven at fomething which the other hath oppoſed ; 
ſo that no effectnall Concluſion ever did follow upon the de- 
bates of the Houſe in this nature: and although ſome Con. 
cluſions have been ſettled by way of Ordinance ; yet the exe- 
cution thereof hath been ſo i ual (as appears in the Di- 
rectory for Publique Worſhip ) that little or no Peace hath 
been wrought thereby amongſt us. On the other ſide, ſuppoſe 
that the Houſes ſhould unanimouſly conclude, and endeavour 
vigorouſly to ſee their Concluſion executed; yet I conceive, 
that as the Churches are now affected, partly to their Libert 7 
e 


partly to their determined wayes; there would nothing 
gained 
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gained upon the Spirits of PL pacifie and reconcile them 
in their Debates and Contradiftions ; but rather they might 
all be brought to complain,that by Humane Authority, a way 
was impoſed upon them, wherein their Conſcience could not 
acquieſce ; which would be a grievance very hard to be born 
withall : nay I know, that moſt of thoſe who pretend to li- 
berty in their Profeſſions, would diſ- affect things ( otherwite 
lawtul in themſelves) to be received as a Conſtitution of the 
Church onely for this Cauſe; if they ſhould be offered unto 
them as an intimation of the Civil Power, alledging this for 
their ground which Chrift faith, Mar. 15. 9. [1 va in they doe 

worſhip me, teaching for Doftrines the Commandements of Men. 
Thus you ſee, where (to my apprehenſion ) the difficulty 
of gaining the effect which you delire, doth lie; as to the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate, to obtain by way of Petition, any Ordinance 
from him, for che ſettling of Peace amongſt us in this way. 
But beſides all this, other Difficultĩes will ariſe from the Par- 
ties themſelves, which ſhogld be brought to declare their A- 
reement in thoſe Truths and Practiſes which you propoſe : 
— you will find, if you come to deal with Menn partieular, 
chat either they will not at all be obliged to any particular 
Declaration or Form; or that they will admit of none, but 
of their own making: and that they will hardly bear with 
any, or profeſſe any Brotherly Relation, and maintain Chri- 
ſtian Communion with any, but ſuch as come up to their 
waye⸗ ; now how to bring theſe unto that Moderation which 
your Propoſals do hold forth, will be a matter of no ſmall 
difficulty. It you begin to argue the matter with them, you 
will have an endleſſe work; and to perſwade ſthem, without 
Conviction that they ought to yeeld to this way, is not well 
poſſible. And then ſuppoſe that all are Convicted ſufficiently, 
that they ought to acquieſce in theſe terms which you pro- 
poſe, ( as finding therein a freedom for their own way; and 
when Men have their will, it is reaſon they ſhould be content- 
ed ;) yet if you look upon that which is praiſed amongſt 
the Parties in the wayes of their oppoſition, you will find that 
this doth not content them to have a liberty for themſelves, 
except they be able alſo to eroſſe and oppoſe others without 
conti For all this while 7 hath been no want of li- 
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berty for an fide to praftile what is good in their own eyes; 
but that hath not made any ſide truly peaceable, but rather 
increaſed the Diviſions, by the abuſe of their Liberty, in croſ- 
ting, oppoſinꝑ, and ottending others in their different wayes; 
whence Scandals are multiplied, bitter Diſputes, Complaints, 
Irritations, and Heart-burnings increaſed. Now how to pre- 
vent in time to come this Abu e of Liberty, which according 
to your Propoſals ſhould be granted, wil be the main and moſt 
difficult work of all; and I find nothing ſuggeſted in your 
Paper concerning this, and without ſome Remedie to this di- 
{temper of our Spirits, I cannot perceive that ,our Maladies 

can be cured. 5 
- Hitherto I have made doubts, and ſhewed you what 1 ap- 
prehend as an Impediment to the effect of your deſires. Now I 
ſhall alſo ſuggeſt ſomething, which may tend to the removall 
of theſe Doubts, and Impediments of this Work, which we 

deſire to advance 

I muſt lay this as a Ground, that in matters of Outward 
and Publique Concernment to the Society of Man-kind ; 'the 
Magiſtrate is Principally to be reſpected, and to be ſued unto 
for his aſſiſtance : but in matters which concern the Conſci- 
ence immediately, the Word of God is alone to be made uſe 
of, If therefore Men in their Outward Actions miſ-b<have 
themſelyes, and do things prejudicially unto the Peace of their 
Neighbours; they tall — the Cognizance of the Civil Po- 
wer, who may make La wes to reſtrain them from giving of- 
fence unto their Neighbours : but if they walk orderly, and 
offend no body; and yet foment pernicious Errors, and ſpread 
them ſecretly or openly, to the diſturbance of Mens conſci- 
ence,and the ſeduction of the weak, they cannot be otherwiſe 
dealt withall, but by the Word of God; and the Magiſtrate 
ought to ſee this done effectually, till they be Converted or 
Convicted to be incorrigiblezandthenheis to do further, as 
his Conſcience ſhall direct him. The Magiſtrate hath a Right 
to Over- ſee all Mens outward Actions, and may call them to 
an account of their proceedings in what they do, as Men; 
and may reſtrain them from doing that which he doth think 
rejudiciall to the Peace of other Subjects: but the Magiſtrate 
ath no Power to impoſe upon any Mans Conſe, any 
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thing by Law ; onely WE — ought to uſe Means to Con- 
vict Men by the Word of God; and he ſhould Countenance 
and Over. ſee the Regular wayes of ſettling thoſe Mezanes a 
work. For God hath made him a Nurſing Father te his Chil- 
dren ; therefore as ſuch he ought to have an inſight of all 
their wayes, to protect them from harm, and to advance unto 
them the comforts of their life, Now the life of Gods Chil- 
dren, as ſuch is the freedom of their Spirit, to ſerve him con- 
{cionably according to his will, Whatſoever then doth de- 
prive them of this Freedom, he may not impoſe upon them, 
tor this were to bring their Spirits in bongage under his will: 
now he is not the Father of their Spirits; (that is Gods alone 
Prerogative ) therefore he may not do'any thing to hinder, 
but ought to do all things to further their free accceſs towards 
him. All his care muſt be then, as he is a Nurfing Father of 
Gods Children, to provide for tneſe things. 1. Firſſ, To know 
who are the Children of God, whom he thould Nurſe, that he 
may diſtinguiſh them from ſtrangers. 2. What the proper 
work of his Nurſing Dutie is towards them; that is to ſay, 
What his Aime as a Chriſtian Magittrate ſhould be, above 
which he ſhould not preſume to take upon hm. 3. How he ſhold 
endeavcur to perform the Duties ſubordinate unto his Aime, 
To iprak in a word my ſenſe I that if you pleaſe ycu may con- 
fer wich me about them.) I ſhall ſay of the firſt, that he muſt 
know and diſcern the Children of God from ſtrangers, by this 
infallible Token; Mhoſoever doth acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt 
to be come in the fleſh, and doth hear the Words of his A 
files, and doth fubmic himſelf to be guided in his profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity by their Directions, 2 doth wear in all his wal- 
king Chriſts Livery, which is Love, Holineſſe, and Meekneſſe, 
he is to be counted a true Child of God, as to the Outward 
Profeſſion of Religion; and whoſoever doth not this, he is to 
be counted a ſtranger to it. And this badge of Religious pro- 
ſeſſion, may make a Nationa!l Church as to the Magiſtrate: 
tor I do not ſee, that a Church can be counted otherwiſe Nati- 
onall, but in reference to him; nor ought he to diſcern Pro- 
feſſors by any other token, but by this: this chen is the Cha- 
racter of a Nationall Church to me; namely if a whole Nati- 
on doth make this Profeſſion mg if he that is the Magiſtrate 
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of chat Nation, doth make the ſame profeſſion; he cannot but 
look upon himielt iu his Charge, as a Nurſing Father to them 
all alise: tor whatſoever their particular differences other- 
wiſe may be amongſt themſelves, which deſtroy not this foun- 
det on, they are to him no more but as the ſeverall Statures ot 
Features, or Lineameuts of thoſe Childrens bodyes and faces, 
which in his Nurſing Care mult make no materiall difference. 
As concerning the Second, which is his Aime above which he 
may not prelume to take upon him in the diſcharge of his Nur- 
ſing Duty; I conceive it ſhould be to Orer-les hr waz es in 
che Viſible Profeſſion, that the freedom due to all may be main- 
tained in every one; and that the Unity ef the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and the le ve which ought to be amongſt Brethren, Children 
of the ſame Father, may be upheld wichout diſturbance in all. 
Above this, | ſuppoſe he may not preſume, nor take upon him 
to preſcribe any thing of Faith, or of Worlhip Authoritaeive- 
yz or to reſtrain Authoritatively the Exerciſes which may be 
rvicable thereunto . For he is not the Judge of the Chil- 
drens Faith, aud of their reſpect unto their Father, that is be- 
eween God and them; for he Powers of the Spirttuall life, by 
which Mens ſouls act towards God, are not committed to his 
Nurling Care; Chriſt is their Tutor in this thing, but the 
— of the Outward Profeſſion in the Body, is commit- 
ted and recommended to him. 

As for the Queſtion, What he ſhould do with thoſe that are 
ſtrangers, and wt at his relation is unto them? how far he is 
to look unto ther Prot eſſion, and to what end I wil not men- 
tion it now, for it doth not concern our preſent purpoſe. 
"The Third thing belonging to his Nurſing Care;is,to know 
how the Duties ſhould be pertormed, which are ſubordinate 
unto this Aime: The Duties are mainly Two: Firſt, To take 
away the Lets aud Diſturbances of the Publique Freedom in 
the profeſſion of the Name of Chriſt, and of the Obedience due 
to his Ordinances. Secondly, To ſupply all Comforts, all 
Helps and Encouragements which may further the growth of 
the Profeſſors in Knowledge, Unity, and Love one towards 
another; and the way to endeavour. theſe Duties, is to be 
Nurſe- like, with much tenderneſſe of affe&ion, without harſh- 
neſſe or imperiouſneſſe to over- awe their Spirits; and 1 — 
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Worldly and Politick Alu $. t a ſnareupon them, or make 
uſe of them, and of their Profeflion, for Humane Advantages 
and worldly Deſigns. ; 

I have enlarged my ſelf upon this Diſcourſe, to lay it as a 
Ground of what I am to adviſe for the Cure of our Diſtracti- 
ons, and the proſecutio:1 of your Aime in the Diſcourle which 
is ſent me. 

cenceive then, that the Magiſtrate ſhould be Petitioned by 
all that profeſſe tie Name of Chriſt; for that Liberty which is 
neceſſary for their Edification in the uſe of Chriſts Ordinan- 
ces, and not offenſive unto any, Unto this Petition, the Magi- 
ſtrate ſhould give his Approbation, and promiſe his protection 
to all ſuch as ſhal ſhe him, that they endeavour to walk with · 
out blame in the wayes of Chriſt by the Word. And upon this 
Declaration, be ſhould invite all thoſe that make the Word 
their Rule, to offer unto him from the Word, the ſubſtance of 
their Faith, and of their practiſe Poſitively :-by this invitation 
every one wil be bound to lay himſelf open ; for all Chriſtians 
are obliged to walk in the light, and to be ready to give an 
Anſwer to every one that asketh of them, a reaſon of the Hope 
that is in them. 
| Here obferve; that I Would not have the Magiſtrate tò im- | 
poſe upon any, that which he doth think Fundamental! in 
Faith or Practiſe ( forthat belongs unto him no more, then to 
a Nurſe to ſhape the face of a Child committed to her Care, 
otherwiſe then God hat made ic; ) but he is onely to take | 
notice of that which others think to themſelves in their way, | 
according to the Scriptures to be Fundamentall. Here then 
ycur Diſcourſe might be preſentedto kim, for your ſelf and 
others, that ſhould reſolve to make it the Plat- ferm of theis 
Profeſlion ; but for him to propoſe it untoall, or to difcoun- 
tenance all that ſhould not reſolve to follow it, thatwouldbe 
ſomewhat beyond his Commiſſion as Ie nceive. 
Now when all the Parties ſhall have given up- the poſitive 
Declarations of their Faith and Practiſe, which they conceive. 
agreeable to the Word; and when he hath fatisfied his own. 
Judgement therein, that there is nothing in them deſtructive 
unto Godlineſs and the publique Peace; he ought to give them 
a ſtrict charge, not to be R and offenſive one * 
, 43 | 
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ther, but to ſeek Peace and follo w after it, threatning ſuch as 
{hall be diſturbers ot the Peace of others with juſt Correction, 
after the firſt and ſecond Admonition. By this means he will 
diſcharge the Firſt part of his Duty, which is to ſecure the Li- 
berty of Gods Children in the ſervice due unto him, by pro- 
tecting them from injuries in their ſeverall Waycs: but if he 
doth think himſelf bound in conſcience to endeavour alſo the 
Second pait of his Duty, which is to ſupply unto the Chur- 
ches of God, the Helps and Comforts which may fu cher their 
growth in Knowledge, Unity, and Love, (which 1 conceive, 
the Parliament of Eng/and more ſolemnly obliged to endea- 
vour, then everany Chriitian Magiſtrate in this world hath 
been; ) if 1 ſay, our Magiſtrate doth think himſelf bound to 
this, not onely by the property of his Calling, but by ſpeci- 
all Covenant towards God, and with their Neighbours ; then 
I would adviſe him to take this Courſe. 3. Firſt to allow of 
Regular Meetings, berween Parties for Publique or Private 
Conferences, wherein all offenſiveneſſe of ſpecch or behavi- 
our, ſhould be ſtrictiy prohibited under ſevere Penalties. (as 
for the waies how to Order theſe Meetings for Editication, 
that may be ſpoken of at another time. zly. To employ ſome fit 
perſons from among themſelves, to perſwade the reſt, or to ſtir 
them up to congder of Waies how their difterences may be 
Compoſed, and the Unity of the Spirit more clearly mani- 
teſted, and the bonds of Peace and Love more firmly eſtabliſh. 
ed amongſt them, then by the meer Authority of a Civil San- 
ction. For it is a ſhameto Chriſtians, who are called to be 
Members of one another, that nothing ſhould be able to un- 
tie them, but the reſtraint of Power keeping them from mu- 
tuall injuries, - 

3. Thirdly, I would adviſe him to require of every Party, 
that they ſhould declare that wherein they agree with others 
in Doctrine, and in Practiſe: and to make kown the Rules 
by which they deſire to walk towards thoſe with whom they 
agtee in Fundamentalls, for their mutuall Edifcation, that 
the Communion and Uniformity which ought to be amongſt 
Gods Children, in the fervice of one Maſter, may not he neg- 


lected ſo farre as it can beentertained, _ ', _ | 
I. Fourthly, when theſe Declaration ire Men in ai. 
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he ſhould ſet ſome of the choiſelt Men of each Party, one or 
two a work, to gather out of all theſe Declarations, the Tenor 
of the common conſen: and Agreement of all Parties, ſo near 
as can be in their own words, or fully in their own words by 
way of Har mony : and to conſult abont the things wherein 
there is a Difſerence remaining how it may be taken away 
or to give Reaſons from the Word of God, why that it ought 
not to make a breach of Unity in the affetions of Profeſſors, 
and when this Harmony; theſe Cenſultacions and Reaſons 
ſhould be perfited, they might be diſcreetly imparted unto the 
ſeveral Churches, to be conſidered for the End whereunto they 
were made. | 

Here again ycu ſee, that I would have the Magiſtrate to be 
very active and zealous, but yet ſtill within his own Sphere 
and line, as a Nurſe, and not as a Commander and Maſter of 
any Mans Faith and Religion: as one that leads them, and 
encourageth them all alike unto the obſervation of clear 
Duties, which they themſelves (hall acknowledge to be obſer- 
vable ; and not as one that impoſeth his own Will and Sta- 

tutes upon them as a Yoke. And by this meanex,. the engage- 
ment which is upon him in the Nagiongl! Covenant, to pro- 
cure one Confeſſion of Faith, Liturgie, Catechiſme, Form of 

Worſhip, Government and Diſcipline may be without difficul- 
ty diſcharged, and the things already done by the Aſſembly 

of Divines, may ſtand in their own place, and be of force for 

the uſe of ſuch as will own them; and others ſhall be free 
from Conſtraint, and at a due Liberty ta walk in their own, 
light, onely with this Proviſo, that they ſhall not moleſt any, 
no more then they deſire to be moleſted ; and that they (ha!l 
declare their Fundamentall Agreement with their Brethren, 
and their Refulution to walk in the Unity of the Spirit with 


them therein, which will be a mea iſcharge the Con- 
ſcience of the Parliament, alſo in re he Second Arti- 
cle of the Nationall Covenant. * 


By this Method and way of proceeding, I ſuppoſe all the 
Difficulties which in the beginning of this Diſcourſe I did 
mention, may be avoided : Onely this will for the ſpreſent 
_ remain to be thought upon. How to waken the Conſcience 
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of the Magiſtrate to Reſent 8 ; and how to jinfinu- 
ate theſe Saggeſtions ſo unto him, as that they may come with- 
out prejudice to be Conſidered andexamined; and by faith- 
full Agents brought to ſome effectuall Reſult. Now the God 
of all Peace and Comfort, lead the Children of Peace in his 
Truth, to be unblamable untill the Day of his appeating, 
and make us ſervicable unto the King of his Sonne, with 
all our Talents in our Generation, I Ref} iu Him. 


. Tour Servant, 


John Dury. 


